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communications, as was manifest from his letter 
to a gentleman in Mobile. He (Mr. V.) did not 
come to this House as a President-maker; but one 
thing he would say, that he would sustain the 
claims of no candidate who either withheld his 
opinions from the public, or who did not unequiv- 
ocally adopt the Democratic creed. No man was 
more willing to vote thanks to our gallant officers 
and soldiers ; but he desired to know whether the 
hero of Buena Vista stood pledged to the doctrines 
held by the gentleman from’ Pennsylvania. 


There was, however, another question of grave | 
importance to which he wished to direct attention | 
Within a few days they had | 


for a few minutes. 
had a resolution submitted by a gentieman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hvupson] in favor of with- 
drawing our troops from beyond the Rio Grande, 
and giving up all indemnity. Well, but after the 


House had been forced to a vote upoh H, and after | 
a reconsideration by nearly a tie vote, there was | 


not more than forty-one votes in this House to 
stand by it. Again, there was another resolution 
offered—a vote of thanks to General Taylor—and 


he had nothing to say against that gallant soldier, | 
But when the gentleman | 


for he had fought well. 
from Indiana [Mr. Hen ey] offered an amendment 
to express the fact that General Taylor and the 
army under his command were engaged in fighting 


for the rights and honor of the country, another || 
amendment was offered by a gentleman from Mas- | 


sachusetts [Mr. Asumun] declaring the war to have 
been unnecessarily and unconstitutionally begun 
by the President of the United States. 
were eighty-five members of this House who stood 
up to sustain the amendment of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. Now, all he (Mr. V.) had to say 
at this time was, that he was a friend of the Ad- 
ministration, and he justified Mr. Polk in every 
step he had taken during this war. He believed it 
was a war in defence of the honor, the glory, and 


the rights of the country, and his whole heart and | 


soul were init. This Congress was the grand in- 
quest of the nation; of this House, one branch of 


Congress, eighty-five gentlemen had voted that Mr. | 
Polk had violated the Constitution—that every | 
drop of blood which had been shed, every bone | 
lains of Mexico, every | 


that now whitened the 
agony that had been preduced, was attributable to 
the President’s unnecessarily and unconstitution- 
ally commencing this war. This the gentlemen 
cpposite had declared by their votes, and he called 
upon them to impeach the President. They had 
a majority in this House, and therefore they could 
impeach the President if he had been guilty of un- 


necessarily and unconstitutionally involving this | 
He called upon them as honest | 


country in war. 
nen and as brave men to come up and bring the 
question fairly and fully before the public. 

He repeated, if they believed it, as doubtless 
they did; if they had voted in good faith, and that 
he would not question; if they were firm men, as 
he knew they were; if they were brave men, which 
none could doubt, let them come up to the scratch. 
He knew one Senator from htksescs 
qualified himself for trying the impeachment by a 
speech he had made at Springfield; but if eighty- 
five gentlemen of this House believed the Pres- 
ident to be a murderer; if they believed Mr. Polk 


had wantonly, unnecessarily, and unconstitution- | 


ally brought on the war; if he had unnecessarily 
and unconstitutionally steeped one nation in blood 
and clothed another in mourning—if he had been 
guilty of so high an offence, he would be deserving 
of the malediction of the present age and the 
€xecration of posterity; and he called upon the 
majority in this House to present articles of im- 
peachment. If the President had stained the page 
of history with blood, let them wipe it out. » Let 
gentlemen ‘stand forth and ar “this blood shall 


not be on our skirts.” He ( 
a result. 


ident was ready to meet them, and the voice of the 
people would ‘sustain him. He would also be 
Sustained by those gallant legions who had gained 
and covered themselves over with glory inall their 
battles. The President was ready to meet any 


10 


There | 


usetts had dis- | 


VY.) courted such | 
esult. He again called upon gentlemen in the | 
majority to file their impeachment. The Pres- | 
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articles of impeachment the gentleman might prefer; 
and no man should fear who was surrounded by 
the breastworks of truth and justice. 

He trusted at some future time to have the op- 
portunity again to speak of this war; but he now 
asked, if the proposition were true that the Pres- 
ident had wantonly, in violation of the Constitu- 
tion, made an aggressive and cruel war, that gen- 
tlemen on the other side, they being in the major- 
ity, would boldly appeal to the people of this great 
country to condemn the President as the author of 
so much agony and ruin which had been inflicted 
on a sister Republic. If we have no just claim on 
Mexico—if the glorious stars and stripes are to be 
trailed in the dust—why, let it be known and seen: 
for he could not discover how our officers and 
soldiers could cover themselves with honor and 
glory, if the war and our conquests were uncon- 
stitutional and iniquitous. He (Mr. V.) stood on 
the broad platform of the President’s message. 
He did not believe any peace could be assented to 
that did not obtain indemnity for the past and 
security for the future, together with the expenses 
of the war. 


but said it was not with the intention to occupy 
more than ten or fifteen minutes of the time of the 
Committee. He merely rose to say a few words 
on one of the topics which had occupied no incgn- 
siderable portion of the time of the House for the 
| last few days. He was, he confessed, somewhat 
| amused yesterday on listening to the full and elabo- 


by gentlemen who addressed the committee. The 
state of feeling must be, indeed, very agreeable with 
which the President and the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury witnessed the success of all their measures— 
if they were so successful as gentlemen described 
them. He (Mr. R.) had supposed, however, there 
| had been some trouble attendant on their measures, 
and that tosustain the burdens which thecountry has 
nowto bear had given sore afiliction to the mindof the 
Secretary of the Treasury. ‘To enable the Govern- 
ment to meet these expenses, the Secretary of the 
Treasury recommended, first, a duty on tea and 


Such were his great schemes of finance. 


to go into these matters, and show their inconsist- 
| ency. He had no intention to go into an exami- 
nation of the statements of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, who seemed to have more regard for 
some abstract mode of argument than for practical 
details and the preparation of just estimates of the 
means that were necessary to meet the demands 
on the treasury. Nor did he mean to undertake to 
| settle the important difficulties of this war, which 
| afflicted his friends on the other side of the House; 
| nor those which troubled them respecting the im- 
provements of harbors and rivers; and he could 
only express the hope that his friend from 'Tennes- 





coffee; and, in the second place, he had taken the | 
position that the only way to raise sufficient reve- | 
nue was to reduce the price of the public lands. || 


| Mr.R. did not design, however, on this occasion, | 
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few facts to show that the President had not traly 


presented them to the country. The President 
states, in his message, that the power to appropriate 
money for internal improvements was never claim- 
ed for thirty years after the organization of the 
Government. Now, it so happened that it was 


_ claimed, and sustained by an able argument by 


Mr. Gallatin, in 1808, in a report which he at that 
time made to Congress. He would advert for a 
moment to the resolution under which it was 
roade. 

The honorable gentleman here read Mr. Worth- 
ington’s resolution of the 3d March, 1807, which 
was offered and adopted as a substitute for two 
others, which contemplated some improvements 
in the Chesapeake bay, &c. The substitute was 
adopted by the Senate almost unanimously, the 
yeas and nays being taken, for there were but 
three in the negative, and twenty-two in the affirm- 
ative. Those in the negative were from the States 
of New Jersey, Rhode Island, and New-Hamp- 
shire. 

Thus at that early period not only was that right 


claimed, but the Secretary was directed to make a 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, next rose, | 


rate defence of the measures of the Administration | 


full inquiry, and report thereon, and that report he 
(Mr. R.) had before him. He should not, how- 
ever, undertake to read it, for it embraced twenty 
pages of the volume which he held in his hand, 
eoing minutely into the details of the subject. He, 
however, read extracts specifying different classes 
of public works, and recommending an expendi- 
ture of twenty millions of dollars, which improve- 
ments, at an annual appropriation of two millions, 
could all be accomplished in ten years. This, 
then, afforded evidence to contradict the express 
declaration of the President, which he had so re- 
cently made to the country. 

But that was not all. In 1818, Mr. Calhoun 
made a report on this subject when he was in the 
Department of War. From that report the hon- 
orable gentleman read various extracts, and also 
from other documents, to sustain the position which 
he had taken that the President had not truthfully 
represented the origin of this claim. The honor- 
able gentleman also proceeded to controvert an- 
other statement of the President’s message, which 
set forth that during Mr. Adams’s administration 
many appropriations were made embracing roads, 
rivers, harbors, and canals. 

The idea conveyed by this was, that some new 
doctrine was eatablished by Mr. Adams’s admin- 
istra'ion, which was not the fact. No appropria- 


‘| tions were made during that administration for the 
construction of roads, except such as had been 
| provided for from the beginning of the Govern- 


see [Mr. Stanton] would receive with due meek- || 
ness the admonition whicli had been administered | 


by the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Ven- 
| ABLE.] In such matters it was not for him (Mr. 
R.) to interfere. 


'| which he had risen to say a word. He had had 
'| occasion to refer to the President’s message on this 

subject, and he must confess that some of its state- 
j ments had struck him with great surprise. 


The | 


| 
| 
| 
But there was one single point | 
in the remarks of the gentleman from Tennessee, |, 
|| in relation to the subject of harbors and rivers, on | 
{ 


| purport of one of these statements was, that the || 


| system of harbor and river improvements had, in 


| fact, originated during the administration of Mr. | 


| Adams, and that it was greatly restrained, and | 


| almost abolished, during the administration of 
General Jackson. In short, that it lay at the door 


been made in ignorance, or with a desire to deceive 
the public mind. 


| 
i 


of his (Mr. R.’s) side of the House, and that the || 
remedy was to be ascribed to the other. He || 
thought, however, that they were not entitled to || 
the undivided honor; and hence the statement had }| 


} 


|| With regard to this matter, he would refer to a || 


ment. The roads for which appropriations were 
made were those of the Territories, for which the 
Government had always and does still provide. 
The honorable gentleman here read from a Con- 
gressional report a statement of appropriations 


' made and the objects to which they were devoted, 


2 


| to show that they were for wanes in Wiscon- 
"] 


| sin, Michigan, Arkansas, and 


| sation that Mr. 


| 
| 


orida. There 
was, however, one bill signed by Mr. Adams for 
a road in Maine. In explanation of this, and to 


|| show that General Jackson signed bills of a simi- 
| lar character, the honorable gentleman read an ex- 


tract from some work, the title and contents of 
which were not distinctly heard at the reporter’s 
desk. He then proceeded to show that the accu- 
dams approved and signed bills 
for making and improving canals was net true. 


pg voluminous documentary evidence, he proceed- 
ed t 


o sustain the administration of Mr. Adams, 
and to show that it had been misrepresented by 


| the President, and with that view referred to the 


course pursued and the appropriations made during 
the adrmainistrations of General Jackson, Mr. Van 


, Buren, and Mr. Tyler. 


He further read that part of the message which 
states that, prior to 1826, there had been made no 
appropriations for the improvement of navigable 
rivers. This statement, he said, was also errone- 
ous. In 1824, an act was passed appropriating 
$75,000 for the improvement of the Ohio and Mis- 
sissippi rivers; in 1825, an act for removing ob- 
structions from the mouth of the Grand river,— 
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and this in the very face of the declaration of the 
President, that, prior to 1826, the time fixed upon 
as being the time Mr, Adams came into power, 
there was no appropriation for the improvement 
of aziy navigable rivers. Here was another gross 
misstatement of facts. But he had not intended 
to go at all at length into this subject. : 
There was one other view contained in this 
message, which appeared rather from the reading 
of it from beginning to end, than from any par- 
ticular clause: that was, that General Jackson 
checked and arrested the system of internal im- 
provements; that he had found it in a very pros- 
perous condition, plunging the country into bank- 
ruptey and immense expenditure, and that by his 
timely interference this system was destroyed. 
That was totally untrue. ‘There never was a more 
gross misstatement. What were the facts? By 
referring to the report which he held in his hand, 
which gave the details of every single measure of 
this character, it would be found that, prior to 
1826, between 1806 and 1824, the appropriations 
of this character for ronds were $965,112. From 
this report it appeared that the whole amount ap- 
propriated during Mr. Adams’s administration for 
roads, harbors, rivers, and everything of that 
character, was $2,311,475 26; and during General 
Jackson’s administration, which it was claimed 
had checked this whole system, what did they 
suppose was the whole amount of these appropri- 
ations? Why, 10,582,000 and odd dollars—more 
than four times as much as was appropriated du- 
ring Mr. Adams’s administration. And during 


' Mr. Van Baren’s administration, after this system 


had been killed, as was claimed—when it was en- 
tirely dead—the amount of bills of the same char- 
acter approved by him was 2,223,000 and odd 
dollars. In the first year of Mr. Van Buren’s 
administration, ¢2,000,000 of this was appropri- 
ated; so that these appropriations, in one year of 
Mr. Van Buren’'s administration, after this much- 
boasted execution of this whole system by Gen- 
eral Jackson, amounted to as much, within a very 
small sum, as the whole amount appropriated du- 
ring Mr. Adams’s entire administration. It fur- 
ther appeared from this report that the whole 
amount ever appropriated for works of internal 
improvement was $17,199,223, of which they had 
seen that more than ten and a half millions were 
for bills approved by General Jackson. 

Now, he was persuaded that, upon this subject, 
the country at large were not at ail aware of the 
facts, and, from the reading of this message, an 
impression was conveyed totally adverse and di- 
rectly opposed to the real facts’ as he had shown 
them to exist. But it was said that these works | 
were of a different character fiom those works 
which were signed during Mr. Adams’s admin- 
istration. Such was not the fact. With re- 
gard to the appropriations embraced in the bill 
which was vetoed by Mr. Polk at the last session, 
a very large part ot them were for the very same 
works which were commenced during General 
Jackson’s administration. Now, it appeared to 
him, in view of these well known facts, that the 
statement made by the President of the history of 
this system was grossly untrue and deceptive, and 
unworthy of any Chief Magistrate. He ought to 
have known the truth concerning this matter; he 
ought to have been informed in relation to it. If 
so, he should not have sent forth a document in- 
tended to convey a false impression. If he was 
ignorant of the facts, he ought to have informed 
himself before making a statement upon the sub- 
ject. Whatever might be the case, the message 
was calculated to prodace an entirely erroneous 
impression upon the country. 

ln relation to the eo of these appro- 
priations among the ditferent sections of the coun- 
try, he had buta word tosay. He had said that 
the whole amount of appropriations of this charac- 
ter ever made was about $17,000,000. From these, 
his section of the country, or his State, had never 
been particularly benefited, although upon the 
Atlantic seaboard, and very lergely interested in 
foreign and domestic commerce. Of this amount 
of $17,000,000, the New England States had re- 
ceived, in round numbers, $1,106,000; the Middle 
States, including Virginia, $5,927,000; the South 
and Southwest, exclusive of Virginia, $4,395,000; 
and Indiana, [llinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and 
Iowa, $5,770,000. 

His honorable friend from South Carolina near 
him (Mr. Houmes] wanted he should see how 
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much had been expended in South Carolina. He 


_ would endeavor to oblige the gentleman, ifhe could, 


| 
| 
by ascertaining theamount. He referred, playful- | 
ly, to the proposed appropriation for Charleston | 
harbor, which was last session struck out in the | 
House, and remarked that it was struck out prob- | 
ably against the gentleman’s vote. ‘ 

Mr. COBB inquired if it was not understood | 
that it was stricken out because no gentleman from | 
South Carolina would vote for the bill? 

Mr. ROCKWELL replied, that he could not | 
undertake to say what was the understanding in 
the House. It was suggested by those around 
him that it was not put in because his friend from 
South Carolina went behind the Speaker’s chair, 
and did not vote. 

Mr. HOLMES. I voted directly against it. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. Against the bill? But 
how did the gentleman vote upon the particular 
item for this harbor? 

Mr. HOLMES’S reply was not heard by the 
reporter. 

Mr. ROCKWELL concluded by remarking that 
the subject was one of great national importance, | 
and not confined merely to local interest. And no 
portion of the country received as little as his did, 
not only in proportion to the number of vessels 
engaged in commerce, both foreign and domestic, 
but in proportion to the number of harbors which 
needed to be improved, and to the entire popula- 
tion. 
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IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January, 11 1848. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a report of the Secretary of War, made agreeably 
to law, exhibiting the expenditure from the co;- 
tingent funds of the department, its bureaus and 
offices, during the fiscal year ending June 30, 


1847. 





PETITIONS. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of 
John O. Means, praying compensation for services 
as purser on board the United States brig Dolphin, 
in the year 1843; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of Thomas 
Jefferson Randolph, executor of Thomas Jefferson, 
deceased, formerly President of the United States, 
| praying Congress to purchase the manuscript 
papers of said Thomas Jefierson; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition and papers of 
I. C. Montague and others, citizens of Memphis, 
| Tennessee, praying that bounty lands may be 
granted to the soldiers of the regular army who 
served in the battles of Palo Alto, Resaca de la 
Palma, and Monterey; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. CASS, the petition of Sha- 
| drach Gillet and others, on the files of the Senate, 
| were referred to the Committee on Private Land 


Mr. LINCOLN obtained the floor. |! Claims. 


The committee rose and reported progress, and 


. then the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred : 
Ky Mr. GOTT: The petition of citizens of Syracuse, 


New York, praying Congress to puta stop at once to the 
bloody and desolating war with Mexico, and that proposals 


! may be made as soon as practicable to all the nations with 
| whom this Government maintains intercourse for treaty 


stipulations which shall bind the parties to the setilement 
of all future international difficulties by peaceful arbitra- 
tion. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Levi Nichols and 

others, citizens of Warren, Trambull county, Obio, for a 
further reduction of postage. Also, the petition of John P. 
Converse, praying an allowance of his expenses whilst act- 
ing as special agent for the Post Office Department, in set- 
thing the claims of certain toll-bridges against Converse & 
Reese, mail contractors from Sandusky to Detroit. Also, 
the petition of A. Doolittle and others, citizens of Trum- 
bull, Portage, and Summit counties, for a tri-weekly mail 
route from Warren, Trumbull county, to Hudson, in Suin- 
mit county. 
’ By Mr. DICKINSON: A petition from the heirs-at-law of 
Jolin B. Beaugrand, praying Congress to carry into effect the 
provisions of the 6th article of the treaty of the 17th March, 
1842, with the Wyandot Indians. Also, the petition of H. 
Burret and 188 others, citizens of Ohio, praying Congress 
to improve and protect the harbor of Perrysburg, on the 
Maumee river. Also, the petition of citizens of the coun- 
ties of Crawiord and Wyandot, Ohio, praying Congress for 
a tri-weekly mail route from Bueynes, by Oceola, Upper 
Sandusky, and Carey, to Findley, Hancock county. 

By Mr. ROSE: The petition of John Morrison, of Gene- 


| va, New York, a soldier in the war of 1812, for an increase 


of pension. 

By Mr. ST. JOHN: The petition of Solomon Hersey, 
praving compensation for property destroyed in the late war 
with Great Britain, &e. 

Ry Mr. HALL, of Missouri: The petition of Sol. Frazier 
and others, praying the establishment of a post route from 
Brunswick, via Utica, to Gallatin, Missouri. Also, the pe- 
tition of sundry citizens of Daviess county, Missouri, upon 
the same subject. 

By Mr. TURNER: ‘The petition of James Bernard and 
180 others, praying for a mail reute from Dixon, Ilinois, to 
Rock Island. Also, the petition of Moses W. Allen and 290 
others, praying Congress to bring the war with Mexico toa 
speedy close. 

“By Mr. GIDDINGS: The petition of E. Wade and forty-’ 
eight other inhabitants of Cieveland, Ohio, praying that the 
nmount paid for two femates, sold as slaves in the District 
of Columbia on an execution in favor of the United States, 
may be refunded to the purchaser, he having manumitied 
said slaves. Also, the petition of John C. Vinton and thir- 
ty-eight other citizens of Ohio, praying euch change of con- 
stitution and laws as to relieve the Federal Government 
from all support of slavery. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut: The petition of 
sundry citizens of Windham county, Connecticut, praying 
Congress to take the necessary steps for securing an imme- 
diate and permanent peace with Mexico, by withdrawing 
our troops from ber territory, res‘oring her the provinces 
which we now occupy, and for the appointment of commis- 
sioners, &e. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Geo. F. Bloom 
and Henry 8S. Bloom, of Will county, Mlinois, for a pre- 
emption. Also, the petition of several ladies and gentlemen 
of Warrenville, Du Page county, Lilinois, for a speedy ter- 
mination of the war. 

By Mr. FULTON: That the petition and accompanying 
papers in the case of Benjamin Holland, on file in the 
Clerk’s office, be referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 


* sions. 


NOTICES OF BILLS, ETC. 

Mr. HUNTER, Mr. BREESE, and Mr. DIX, 
severally gave notice that on to-morrow they 
would ask leave of the Senate to introduce certain 
bills. 

Mr. DICKINSON stated, that the discussion on 
| the Military bill had extended further than he had 
| anticipated, and he thought it proper that he should 
notify the Senate that he would call up his resolu- 
tionS to-morrow, during the morning hour; not for 
the purpose of having a general discussion upon 
them, but merely in order to submit some remarks 
which he had intended to make upon them at an 
early period. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. DAYTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration, which lies over under the 
rule: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to furnish to 
the Senate (if in his judzment not incompatible with the 
publie service) copies of the letter referred to in his message, 
of General Scott, of 20th May, 1837, and of the letter ot Gen- 
eral Taylor of 25th October, 1846, on the subject of “ forced 
contributions in Mexico,” and of all other correspondence 
on that subject (if any) not heretofore communicated. 


Mr. BALDWIN submit'ed the following res- 
olution for consideration, which lies over under 


the rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate, for the information of the Senate, 
the correspondence between the Commissioner from the 
United States and the Commissioners appointed by the Gov- 
ernment of Mexico to negotiate with him, during the sus- 
pension of hostilities, after the battles of Contreras and 
Churubusco ; and any other information which may enable 

the Senate to understand the terms, progress, and issue of 
| that negotiation, so far as he may deein the same not incom- 
| patible with the public interests. 


On motion by Mr. BADGER, the Committee 
on Military Affairs were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of Isaac Varnes, 
| senior, and it was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. ASHLEY asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill for the relief of 
Creed Taylor; which was read the first and second 
time, by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. ASHLEY asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill to alter and amend 
the judicial system of the United States; which 
was read the first and second times, by unanimous 
consent, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. FELCH asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill to apply certain 
alternate sections of the public domain toward the 
completion of the Clinton and Kalamazoo canal, 
in the State of Michigan; which was read the first 
and second times, by unanimous consent, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Public Lands. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee of Claims, 
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to whom had been referred the bill for the relief || 
of Susan E, Gordon, reported it with an amend- | 
ment. ‘ : 

Mr. M. also submitted a report on the subject, | 
which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CASS, from the Committee on Military | 
Affairs, reported a bill for an increase of the medi- | 
cal staff of the army for a limited time; which was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 


Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post | 
Office and Post Roads, to whom had been referred | 
the petition of Jones & Boker, submitted a report, 
secompanied by a bill for their relief; which was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom had been referred the bill autho- | 
rizing persons to whom reservations of land have | 
been made under Indian treaties to alienate the i 
same in fee, reported the same without amend- 





ment. 


DONIPHAN’S EXPEDITION. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the following | 
resolutions, submitted by Mr. Benton on the 3d | 
instant: . 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Senate 
——— copies of the tour or memoir of Dr. Wislizenus, 
through the norther? parts of Mexico, as physician to Col. 
Don. puan’s column; being a history of the expedition of 





for the use of the Senate, copies of the superticies 
map which accompanies the same. Also, the same number 
of the barometrical map of the profile of elevations above 
the level of the sea from St. Louis, in Missouri, on the line 
of mareh of said expedition, to Santa Fé, in New Mexico, 
aid thence by Chihuahua, the Bolson de Mapini, Parras, 
Saltilio, and Monterey, to Reynoza,on the Rio Grande. Al- 
so, the same number of the geological map, and the same 
number of the table of meteorological observations which 
accompany the same. 

Also, Be it resolved, That — copies of the said me- 





moir, With the accompanying maps, be printed for the use 
of Dr. Wislizenus. 


On motion of Mr. DIX, the resolutions were 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 


EDITORS OF THE UNION. | 
The Senate proceeded to consider the following 
resolution, submitted by Mr. Mason on the 6th 
instant: 


Resolved, That the editors of the Union, a newspaper | 
printed at Washington, and who were late printers to the 
Senate, be hereafter eutitled to the same access to the floor 
of the Senate which is now extended to others who were 
former like printers. 


The resolution having been read, and the ques- | 
tion being upon its adoption— 
Mr. MANGUM said: I hope the question will | 
be postponed until another day. The matter | 
seems to attract no attention whatever on the part | 
of the Senate. 

Mr. WESTCOTT (from his seat.) The Sen- 
ator mistakes the subject of the resolution. 

Mr. MANGUM. 
then? 

Mr. WESTCOTT. It does not refer to the re- 
ae of the Senate. It is to admit Ritchie & 
leiss to the privilege of the floor of the Senate. 
I believe they are not now officers or printers of | 


the Senate. I would inquire of the Senator as to 
| 


What is the resolution, 


this fact. I think the resolution proposes to give | 
the same privilege as former printers to the Senate 
now have. I did not hear the reading distinctly, 
but I believe this is the purport. 

_ At the request of Mr. CAMERON, the resolu- 
tion was again read. 

Mr. CAMERON then moved that the resolution 
be amended by inserting the words ‘and publish- 
ers”’ after the word * editors.”? He believed that 
Mr. Heiss was known not as editor but as pub- 
lisher of the Union. 1 

Mr. HANNEGAN. Before any question is | 
taken on the resolution, I would suggest that, as | 
the Senator who introduced it is not now in his 
place, it would be as well that it be permitted to 
lie upon the table for the present. $ 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I wish to say one word. I 
am not opposed to this resolution. Regarding it 
as an act of clemency—a pardon by the Senate— 
a mere act of grace—I shail vote for it, and I pre- 
Sume on that ground no Senetor will oppose it; 
and if considered now, it will be adopted. 

Mr. SEVIER. The resolution is very clear 
and explicit in its terms, being intended merely to 
extend to those gentlemen the same courtesy as 
others-in a like situation are entitled to claim. 





ea 





| of that resglution. 


Col. Doniphan, with scientific observations upon the face of 
the country. Also, that there be engraved or lithographed 











was agreed to; and the question then being on the 
adoption of the resolution as amended— 
Mr. BERRIEN said: I suppose that the purpose 


of the mover of this resolution might be accomplish- 


ed by rescinding the resolution of the last session. 
I am not aware, myself, what are the privileges 
which are referred to; but I am perfectly content 
that the purpose of the resolution shall be accom- 
plished. I think that the sense of the Senate, re- 
garding the occurrence which induced the resolution 
of the last session, was expressed by the passage 
That purpose being accom- 
plished, I am perfectly willing to see the object of 
this resolution attained. But I think, though I 
will not urge it, I think it would be more perti- 
nently accomplished by rescinding the resolution 
of last session. 

Mr. MASON, having returned to his seat, said: 
When I introduced the resolution, | had hoped 
that it would be met by those who voted for the 
resolution of last session, in the spirit in which it 
has been met by the distinguished Senator from 
Georgia. I am gratified with it. The resolution 
is drawn with an earnest desire not to provoke 
discussion; and although | should acquiesce cheer- 
fully in a proposition to rescind the former resolu- 
tion, yet L had thought, and still think, and Iam 
still farther strengthened in this opinion, by con- 
versations which I have had with gentlemen 
around me, that the resolution will be“more ac- 
ceptable in the form in which it now stands. 

Mr. DAYTON. If the question be put upon 
the resolution as it now stands, my impression is 
that it will be adopted. 

The question was then put on agreeing to the 
resolutioh as amended, and it was decided in the 
affirmative. 


WIDOW OF COL. MCREA. 


The bill forthe relief of Mary McRea, widow | 
of Lieut. Col. William McRea, late of the United | 


States army, deceased, was read the second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. TURNEY called for the reading of the re- 


port in this case, and it was read by the Secretary. 
Mr. CASS sent to the Secretary’s table a letter 
from Mrs. McRea, which was read. 
Mr. PEARCE said: When this bill was before 


the Senate at a former session, I felt it my duty to || 
oppose it, and I shall be compelled to do so now. | 


I think the report contains a very erroneous state- 


ment. I find it stated, that if an officer of the navy | 
dies in the service, his widow will be entitled to a || 
pension; and that, as both military and naval pen- || 


sions are now paid out of the treasury, there is no 


good reason for discriminating between widows of || 


officers of the army and those of officers of the 


navy. Well, all this is a mistake. The widow | 
| of a naval officer, as 1 understand it, if the officer || 


be killed in battle, or die from exposure in the ser- 


vice, receives a pension; but not where the officer | 


spends a life in the service, receiving its honors 


and emoluments, and dies from old age. It is true, || 
that when the naval pension fund, created from || 


the earnings of the navy, had accumulated toa 
large amount, Congress very improvidently passed 


a law, by which all widows of naval officers were | 


entitled to pensions from the time of the death of 
their husbands, without referente to the cause or 
the manner of their death; and so great were the 
arrearages which were granted. to widows under 
these circumstances, that one of them, I know, re- 
ceived the amount of about twenty thousand dol- 
lars. By means of these heavy arrearages being 
granted, the fund became exhausfed, and Congress 


then repealed the act, and now there is no general | 


provision on the subject. This bill is the intro- 


duction of a new oie and one which I think | 


entirely indefensible. Why do we give pensions 
to the widows of officers of the army or navy? I 
think it is to repair to them, in some degree, the 
injury sustained by them in the loss of their hus- 
bands, which has been brought on by exposure in 
the service. It is partly for this object, and partly 
to stimulate officers in the performance of their 
duty. 

Mr. DIX. Will the Senator allow this subject 
to pass by informally, as the honorable Senator 
who was chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs last year, and who made this report, is not 
now in his place? 

Mr. PEARCE. acquiesced, and a motion being 
made to that effect, the bill was laid upon the 


The question being:taken on the amendment, it '' table. 
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THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL, 

The Senate resumed the consideration, on its 
third reading, of the bill to raise, for a limited time, 
an additional military force. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I have said all that I pro- 
= to say upon the part of the subject to which 

called the attention of the Senate yesterday. It 
is possible, however, that in what | am about to 
offer to the consideration of the Senate, I shall in- 
cidentally refer to it egain. 

1 rise this morning, sir, to speak, in the first 
place, of the actual conduct of this war under the 
management of the President of the United States. 
The war was recognized as existing on the 13th of 
' May, 1846. We are now in the month of Jan- 

uary, 1848, and to all appearance, the restoration 

of peace is as fur off and even further than, it 
seemed to be on the 138th of May, 1846. The 
whole power of the nation, so far as he has deemed 
itadvisable to ask to have that power devolved 
upon him, has been placed in the hands of the 

Executive. Not anoccasion—although there have 

been so many and such glorious ones—has pre- 

sented itselfin which the American arms have not 
been triumphant. And yet there is no peace. My 

Opinion is, and has been throughout, that the 

reason is to be referred exclusively to the want of 

vigor with which the war has been prosecuted, 

We have had an ostentatious and asserted vigor, 

but we have had nothing else, as far as the Presi- 

dent is concerned. . 

Iam very far from imputing—because I am in- 
,, capable of making a charge which I do not believe 
|| to be true—I am very far from imputing, that this 
want of actual vigor has been intentional on the 
part of the Executive. So far from it, I believe 
that he has been deluding himself, from time to 
time, with the idea that peace was to be obtained 
| without the effusion of blood; a sad delusion, 
ene which must hereafter constitute a great and 
overwhelming account of responsibility against 
himself. 

I said yesterday, that it was the march of our 
| troops from the Nueces to the Rio Grande that 
| was, in my opinion, the immediate cause of the 
war. I say to-day whatI have had occasion to 
say in other places, over and over again, that I 
believe that that march of itself, if it had been 
made with a proper force, would not actually have 
led to such a result. I have no doubt that if, ih- 
stead of sending the small but gallant band—the 
_ heroes of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Paima—to 
the Rio Grande, he had sent from five thousand to 
eight thousand men, not a drop of blood would 
| have been shed, and no Mexican ever have ven- 

tured to have trodden the soil on this side of the 
river in hostile attitude. , But, sir, the war com- 
menced, was recognized, and fifty thousand troops, 
with an unlimited amount of treasure, were freely 
| placed at the disposal of the Executive, together 
with an implied promise, such as to give the Pres- 
| ident the assurance (if such were needed) that this 
unlimited amount could, if the expression may be 
excused, be made still more unlimited. And yet 
| what has he done? Instead of calling out twenty, 
| or thirty, or forty, or fifty thousand men, as he 
was authorized to do by the act of the 13th of 
| May, 1846, he and the officers at the head of the 
War Department called them out by driblets, and 
announcing to the country from time to time that 
they had a sufficiency of force to conquer a peace. 
What has been the consequence? That which 
every man of intelligence who speaks as he thinks 
must acknowledge, that great, and mighty, and 
extraordinary as have been the triumphs of the 
American arms, they have hardly furnished us 
anything but the glory attending them. They 
have, to be sure, illustrated the American charac- 
ter for valor and military skill; but they have 
served no other purpose. And why, Mr. Presi- 
dent? Because each struggle has been at such fear- 
ful odds, that the gallant officers in command have 
been unable to follow it up, or profit by the re- 
sult. 

Sir, look at the history of the campaign on the 
Rio Grande. General "Taylor, who, with a few 
thousand fen, marched to Monterey, and suc- 
ceeded, after a dread and fearful conflict, in carry- 
|| ing that almost impregnably fortified town, was 
| so far crippled that he was unable to hold even the 
| prisoners that’ he might take. What happened 
afterwards? The plan of the campaign is changed; 
‘ 





some new light dawns upon the mind of the Ex- 
ecutive, ard Mexico is to be stricken in a different 
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part. There is a point still more vital to be as- 
sailed—a point still more certain, if assailed, to 
lead to the restoration of peace, and of the vindi- 
cation of our outraged rights. What is done? 
General Taylor is stripped of what was supposed | 
to be the very flower of his command, The ene- | 
my approached, Hight or ten millions of the | 
public property were exposed to be lost, unless 
preserved by the gallantry and indomitable valor 
of the few soldiers left behind to guard it. Almost 
with electric speed it becomes known at the city 
of Mexico, and an army such as she bad never 
before marched into the field was organized, 
amounting to some twenty or twenty-five thou- 
sand troops, and led on by their greatest chief. 

Mr. President, much as his previous successes | 
had satisfied every American that Taylor, and the 
officers and men under his command, were compe- | 
tent to accomplish almost any triumph that human 
power could accomplish, was there one who 
did not then tremble for their fate? And the fact 
that they were not utterly annihilated may be con- 
sidered almost a military miracle. Disparity of 
force was comparatively nothing before the ener- 
gies of American soldiers; and in the annals of 
former military triumphs, the proudest of them fi 
all will hereafter be regarded as nothing in com- 
parison with the victory of Buena Vista. ‘They || 
are all thrown in shade by tse brilliant light || 
of an exploit which, whilst it electrified the Amer- |! 
ican heart, astounded the world. 

Let us look now, sir, to the campaign of last 
year, General Scott was compelled to assail the 
eity of Vera Cruz with between 12,000 and 14,000 
troops, and to carry, at all hazards, a castle sup- 
posed to be impregnable. Te succeeded in accom- 
plishing it; but he has done little or nothing be- 
yond that. Every batile which was fought between 

‘era Cruz and the city of Mexico was fought with 
a disparity of numbers actually appalling. That 
noble leader was forced to march a distance of one 
hundred and fifty or two hundred miles (1 forget 
the exact distance) into the enemy's country, and 
for a great portion of the way through a dense 
population, to assail a city containing 180,000 or 
200,000 inhabitants, surrounded by fortijications, 
which were supposed to be impregnable, and with- 
out even the means of keeping up his communica- || 
tion with the seaboard for the purpose of getting 
supplies. ‘These supplies found their way to him 
from time to time by the gallantry of the escort, 
who were obliged to fight foot by foot almost every 
mile of their progress. And at the end of all his 
great and extraordinary triumphs, Scott finds him- | 
self in the city of Mexico with only some 6,000 
soldiers. Now, sir, who does not believe that, if 
he had started with an army of 30,000 men, al- 
though he might then haVe been deprived of the 
glory of his many victories, we might have been 
In possession of the city of Mexico perhaps with- 
out the shedding of a drop of blood—American or 
Mexican? Whocan doubt that it is the duty of 
an Executive managing a war declared to exist by | 
a Christian people, to do what the honorable Sen- | 
ator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] said it would || 
be the effect of this bill to accomplish—not to en- | 
sure a triumph on the battle-field, but to avoid a 
battle by accomplishing success by force of num- 
bers; to break down the moral power of the ene- 
my; to conquer a peace by demonstrating to that 
enemy that resistance is in vain? All at once (I 
find no fault with it; on the contrary, I rejoice at 
it) the eyes of the Executive have been opened, 
All at once it seems to be perceived by him, that 
the war heretofore has not been vigorously prose- 
cuted, except on paper. Well, whose fault is it, 
Mr. President?) Who would have borne the dread 
responsibility, if our gallant litde army on the Rio 
Grande had been sacrificed? Who would have 
had the equally tremendous responsibility, if those 
gallant spirits now in the halls of the Montezumas 
had been sacrificed ? The nations of the world 
would have said, with one accord, the Executive 
of the United States. Upon him the responsibility 
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| said | cannot concur in. 





tieularly of that portion of them who have in their | 


veins the true Castilian blood;) but they know 
there may be a point at which resistance ceases to 


| be avirtue,and they would have seen that that was | 


their condition when they saw a determination on 
the part of the United States to exert their whole 
power in the accomplishment of the purpose for 
which war had been declared. 


Who can doubt that, if the Executive of the | 
United States had announced that the purpose of | 


the war was merely to procure indemnity for 
wrongs, and to vindicate outraged character, and 


to maintain the honor of our flag, and had placed | 


fifty thousand troops in Mexico, as he might have 


done, it would have led to a cessation of hostilities? | 


Sir, | think we have no peace, because the Presi- 


dent of the United States has not exerted the power | 
which Congress placed in his hands, and which | 
| was intended to be exerted. 


fore charge upon him, that the American blood 


which has been so freely poured out, has been | 
| thus freely poured out because of his error. I 


think, and I therefore charge upon him, that the 


| millions of money which have been spent, and 


have yet to be spent, have been and are to be spent 
because of his error. This is ali that | propose to 


say, Mr. President, on the manner in which this 


war has been conducted. 


And this leads me to consider very briefly what | 
should be, in my judgment, the mode of its further | 


prosecution. ‘There are only three modes to be 
resorted to. ‘I'he first is, to withdraw the troops 
altorether—if not to the Nueces, to this side of the 
Rio Grande . 


carry on the war in the heart of the Mexican ter- 
ritory until Mexico agree to terms of peace. I 
prefer the last. 

Mr. President, in saying that I prefer the last, I 
do not wish to be misuaderstood. I prefer the last 


| if the end to be obtained is not one which, in my 
| judgment, would tarnish the American name. f 


prefer the last, if the object to be accomplished is 
merely the vindication of our violated honor, and 
indemnity for our heretofore violated rights. But 


if the purpose of this war with the President of the | 
United States is to annihilate the nationality of | 
Mexico—if it is the forcible dismemberment of her 
territory, then I say, on my responsibility as a | 
Senator and a many | would not give him a dollar. | 
Sir, we live at a time when character is of im- | 


mense value with nations, as we know it to be 
with individuals; and if there be any one thing 
which more than another stains national character, 
it is using national power to inflict national injus- 
tice, 
ing and enormous in the opinion of all Christen- 


sequent violation. 


pense is to be mentioned in any comparison wit! 


ing it out. 


which it will be necessarily attended, and the con 
sequent derangement of the whole financial condi 
tion of the country. 





for the useless and cruel expenditures of blood and 
of treasure would have rested. Sir, | make bold 
to say, in speaking in the presence of those who 
know infinitely more upon such subjects than I 
do, that if the President had called out the 50,000 
volunteers after hearing of the battles of Palo Alto 
and Resaca de la Palma, there never would have 
been another blow struck in Mexico, and peace 
long since restored. ‘The Mexicans, to be sure 
have a high and indomitable spirit, (1 speak par- 





1 think, and I there- | 


The second, to withdraw them to | 
what is termed a defensive line; and the third, to | 


And if there be any national crime more cry- || 


dom than any other, it is the forcible dismember- || 
| ment of the territory of a weaker nation. 

When I say, Mr. President, that | am for fight- | 
ing the war out, | mean that I am for fighting it 
out in order to “ accomplish the purpose which we || 
seek to have accomplished; that is, to have Ameri- || 
can rights recognized, and American honor vindi- | passes from hand to hand by way of sale that does 
cated; and so recognized, and so vindicated, as to || 
furnish full and complete security against any sub- \ 


‘The first two points to which I have referred— 
the proposition for withdrawing the troops, and 
that for taking a defensive line—i have already 
‘To withdraw the troops 
altogether, in my judgment, would be national 
dishonor; and I cannot, therefore, entertain the 
idea for a moment. ‘To take a defensive line would 
not, in my judgment, lead to peace, but would, on 
the contrary, be perpetual war; and so far as ex- 


the other calamities of war, it would be attended 
with infinitely greater expense than that of fight- 
Now, sir, the objection to carrying 
the war on is, the expenditure of money with 


and with an anxious desire to arrive at a satisfac- 
tory result, that the war may be carried on in || which we have any certain knowledge, that by 
Mexico without the expenditure of a single Amer- || pursuing a course of this description for the pur~ 
ican dollar, and of course without affecting the i} pose of enforeing a termination of this war, we shal 
pecuniary condition of the American people, or || not only obtain money as much as is necessary 
the pecuniary condition of the Government itself. 
The resources of the Mexican Government, Mr. 
President, even under all the disadvantageous cir- | 
cumstances under which that Government has ex- | 








=. 


Jan. 11, 
isted, are infinitely greater, it seems to me, than js 
i generally supposed. The fact is, that until a com- 

paratively recent period—indeed, until a short 
time before the commencement of the war wiih 
ourselves—the expenditures of their Government 
have been about $21,000,000 annually. And j; 
has been appropriated to these purposes: They 
have had an army of 30,000 men always on pay, 
costing the Government about $10,000,000. They 
have had a civil-list bill of about $6,000,000, ang 
interest to be paid on the public debt to the amount 
of $5,000,000, making $21,000,000. Their army 
has been punctually paid, their civil list punctu- 
ally me}, and the interest on the public debt, un- 
til, as | have said, a comparatively recent period, 
has been met with equal punctuality. From what 
resources, sir? The products of their mines, when 
they are in full operation; and for a series of 
years, when in such full operation, they have pro. 
duced $25,000,000 per year; they charge what js 
termed a transit duty on all the bullion that is 
| drawn from the mines, until it reaches the port of 
exportation. The transitduty is paid in the form of 
a permit, granted on the part of the Government, to 
eonvey the bullion from town to town, the permit 
|| being renewed at each terminus until it reaches the 
|| place of exportation; and when it gets there, it is 
subject to an export duty of one percent. The 
average amount of these transport duties, until the 
bullion reaches the place of exportation, is about 
two-and-a-half or three per cent. The gross 
| amount of bullion drawn from the mines, as I have 
said, is about $25,000,000. The Senate will easily 
perceive then, the amount derived from this source, 
with an average of two-and-a-half or three per 
cent. as transit duty, and with a specific export 
duty of one per cent. upon the value of every pound 
of bullion exported. ‘The next source of re venue 
and the amount that it raises, it is almost impossi- 
| ble to calculate, or rather, to speak more correctly, 
the amount it would raise if peace was restored to 
|| Mexico, if that country was restored to quiet, and 
business operations were permitted to go on in their 
ordinary course. ‘This source is the stamp tax. 
| ‘They charge what is termed a stamp tax, on every 


| description of contract transferring every descrip- 
tion of property of or exceeding the value of $500. 
That is to say, every contract between man and 
' man relative to property worth $500, is to be writ- 
ten upon stamped paper, for which the parties pay 
to the stamp officers six dollars. But according to 
| their laws, contracts of this description are left in 
'the hands of a notary, and are recorded among 
| the official transactions of the notary, making it 
necessary for the parties to the contract, if they 
| desire to have in their possession evidence of the 
| contract, to obtain official copies; and the result is, 
|| that each one of the parties almost invariably takes 
| a copy of the contract. The copy is also written 
| on stamped paper, and for the copies there is paid 
|| six dollars each. 


There is another source, and that is a duty on 
the sale of everything that is sold. Nothing 


‘not pay a specific duty, regulated by the amount 
|| of the value of the articles so passing. Now, I will 
| not estimate the amount thus derived; it is suffi- 
‘| cient for my purpose to state the fact as I understand 
| the fact to be, that the amount of revenue received 
from these sources has been abundantly sufficient 

to enable the Government of Mexico to meet 

punctually its disbursements to the amount of 
$21,000,000. This amount would support any 
‘army which we might put into the field; and 
| this we would have a perfect right to appropriate. 
Not to seize and confiscate individual property, 
which is abhorrent to every sense of justice, which 
| would be an act of barbarism, a dishonor to the age 
in which we live, and a stain upon our national 
| character; but to appropriate the public revenue of 
| the country so as to enfeeble the power of their 
- || Government, to reduce the military to the same 
- || standffrd as private citizens, and prove, by the fact 


1 


My impression is, from |) that we are mernnate able to enforee it, that the 
| some examination which I have given the subjedt, \ restoration of peace depends on their submission. 
| 


Now, I believe as confidently as I can anything of 


for the support of our army, but that of the money 
|| so spent, no portion of it will come from the people 
|| of the United States. : 
|” Now, I know the objection that may be raised 
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as to the consequence that may result from taking sively at their own time, and without the inter- 
nossession of the whole country. 1 thisk Ican ference of others, to meddle in their own way with 
see almost as clearly as dees the honorable Sena- | this peculiar institution. Notwithstanding this, 
tor from South Carolina, [Mr. Cauneun,]} the re- Mr. President, [ cannot be blind to all the indiea- 
sult of incorporating the whole of Mexico into this tions of the times. I cannot but say that the opin- 
Union; and if I believed that the object was the ions entertained in the North, however erroneous 
incorporation of the whole of Me cco into the || | may think they are, are still honestly entertained. 
Union by the further prosecution of the war, much — [ cannot but say that the Senator from New Hamp- 
as 1 should hang my head in mortification and | shire would be false to the implied promise which 
shame for the honer of my country, I would will- | he has given io the State which sent him here, if 
ingly submit to the withdrawal of the troops, rather — he were not to make this condition: I cannot but 
than prosecute the war an hour longer. ButI do | perceive that it is a popular feeling, which is 
jot believe that such is to be the result. I do not sweeping like a whirlwind at the North; but there 
believe that the people of the United States would © js an equally determined and steady feeling at the 
suffer an Executéve otlicer to perpetrate such a || South. If these feelines be further excited, there 
wrong, if the Executive even had it in contempla- | can be but one result; that is, deadly conflict or 
tion. Ido not believe that they would ever them- amicable separation. And when I look at either, 
selves assist an Executive to accomplish such an Mr. President, my heart sickens at the reflection. 
object. I would have much less confidence in Sons of acommon ancestry, bound together by com- 
them than I have, if I thought it possible, that the | mon ties, elorying in » common renown, looking 
mere lust of rapine, the mere lust of territory, in common to a sll more glorious future, t cannot 
would lead them to dishonor the American name by — but feel my heart sink within me, even at the pos- 
blotting from existence a neighboring and fecbler © sibility of such a result. And it is because | be- 
nation. lieve it will follow, if the state of things to which 

{am for prosecuting the war, because I believe — | have alluded shall be brought into existence, and 
the consequence will be to bring Mexico the ear- | not because Lam opposed merely to the acquisition 
lier to her senses, and to prompt her cheerfully to | of territory, that I gave my cordial support to the 
accept terms of peace. And this brings me to say | resolution offered upon that subject by the dis- 
a word or two on what should be, in my opinion, tinguished Senator from Georgia at the last ses- 
the terms of such a peace. sion. ' 

Now, sir, I speak for myself, though I have no Sir, | am not to be driven into a different course 
doubt that I speak the sense of most of the friends || by being told that such a course leaves us a pecu- 
around me. My honorable friend from South Car- | niary loss. With me, Mr. President, loss of 
olina the other day, ia the speech which he didus | money is nothing to Use loss of character. With 
and the country the honor to deliver, said he be- me the boundless wealth of the world would be as 
lieved the people-of the United States were irrev- | nothing, compared with what [ should esteem the 
ocably determined on taking indemnity for the | incalculable loss attending the destraction of our 
wrongs which we have suffered from Mexico, in | national character. But, sir, it is not true that a 
territory. I hope he is mistaken. 1 believe he is || peace accomplished on the terms to which I have 
mistaken. I believe the people of the United | referred would leave us without indemnity. Sir, 
States would be to-morrow contented by a treaty | we have indemnity in the history of this war. It 
which would make the Rio Grande the boundary. | is to be found in the many glorious battle-fields 
I believe they would be contented with such a | which it has presented to an astonished world. It 
treaty, for the purpose of terminating the war, || is to be-found in the delight which electrified every 
rather than that Mexico should be compelled by | American heart at the result of every battle. It is 
the force of our arms to dismember herself. Now, | to be found in the security which it furnishes 
in expressing this hope, and in expressing the | against the disturbers of our peace hereafter. 
opinion that the war might be honorably termi- | few hundreds of millions (even if it should go to 
nated by taking the Rio Grande as the boundary, | hundreds) that may be expended, will be forgotten 
I wish it not to be supposed that I am opposed to || even while spoken of, while the glory and renown 
the acquisition of additional territory. I am || which it has heaped upon the American character 
against the acquisition of territory by force. Lam | will be remembered as long as time itself shall 
not opposed to the acquisition of territory of itself, || endure. 1 am not, therefore, to be told that peace 
but for one consideration which weighs in my | on such terms would leave us losers, in the true, 
judgment, and which has had heretofore and still | high, and moral sense of the term. 
has a controlling operation. Mr. President, I fear, A word on another subject, and I cease to trou- 
I greatly fear, the conflict to which such an ac- || ble the Senate. I have already indicated, Mr. 
quisiion would lead. The honorable Senator | President, my preference of a regular over a vol- 
from New Hampshire [Mr. Hate] told the Sen- | unteer force. Now, sir, that preference is found- 
ate the other day that the true origin of this war || ed (and | have but a word or two in the way of 
lay in the settled purpose on the part of the South | reason to assign for it) on the opinion which in- 
to perpetuate and extend slavery. Iam not al- || formation in my posession has enabled me to form, 
luding to this now with any design to try conclu- | that the expense of a regular force is much less, 
sions with the honorable Senator on the question | and their efficiency infinitely greater; above all, 
of slavery. Sir, he will pardon me for telling him || that the sacrifice of human life is less. 
that that is a subject which no southern man on Mr. Secretary Poinsett, in his letter of March 21, 
this floor, when he can avoid it, desires to discuss. || 1838, to the honorable Mr. Speaker Polk, now 
He will permit me to tell him (and I do it with || President, speaking of the comparative expense of 
all good feeling, and with all the respect in which | the two description of forces, says that 
1 hold him as a Senator of the United States) that 
ithas been owing to the exciting discussions on 


“The difference of expense between the employment of 
|| this description of troops (meaning volunteers and militia) 


this subject in the North, that slavery now exists || and regulars is at least as four to one, independently of the | 


in many of the southern States. He will permit || Wastage attending their ignorance of every administrative 


. . | the service ; the e s expens ‘hing || 
me to tell him, that. as far as I know, it has been |' branch of the service; the enormous expense of marching 


: 7 || them to and from distant points for short periods of service, 
his course, and that of those whose sentiments he || and the great increase that will be made to the pension 


speaks, on this subject, which has done more than | list, under the provisions of the act of the 19th March, 
anything else towards its perpetuation. || 1896. 


he greatest practical advocates of slavery have | Now, sir, the Senate will find how inefficient 
been the Senator himself and his particular con- | this description of force is—I mean as compared 
stituents. Sir, I have my opinions upon this sub- 


ject as deeply instilled as can have the Senator || of the 2d session 25th Congress. They will there | 
from New-Hampshire. They were almost born | find that volunteer forces were called out in the | 
with me; they have been confirmed by the expe- || years 1832, 36, 37, and ’38, to serve in the Flori- | 
rience of every day of my life. They have been || da war, in the Black Hawk war, in the war against | 


strengthened by the experience of all I have seen || the Cherokees, and in the State of New York at 
around me. I do not choose to express them on | 

this floor, unless the question is pressed home. | of 55,324. They will find, 1 am satisfied, aside 
But whilst I have fixed and unalterable convictions || from the additional expense attending the employ- 
as to the mere institution of Slavery itself as a | ment of these forces, and for the purpose now in 
litical or civil institution, I have another conviction || view, (the superior efficiency of the regulars,) that 


as deeply and irrevocably fixed; and that is,a con- || the mortality among volunteers and militia, com- 


|, with regular forcees—by turning to document 297, || 


same state of discipline, and to prevent the expo- 
sure which leads to disease. 

From the statements to be found among the pa- 
pers from the War Department, it appears that the 
number of men enlisted for the line of the regular 
army (the old establishment) for the first five 
months of 1847, and from January Ist to January 
Ist, was 4,605, the number offering to be enlisted 
during the same period, and rejected by the reeruit- 
ing officers because of physical infirmity, was 
4,547—more than twice the amount actually re- 
ceived, 

Now, I do not mean to anderrate the volunteers. 
God forbid that | should! But I make bold to say, 
that at least one-half of those who were rejected as 
unfit for the regular service may be found in the 
ranks of the volunteers. The chances of mortality 
in that corps are of course very much increased. 

Ihave said, Mr. President, all I intend to say 
upon this point; and I ask the attention of the Sen- 
ate only a moment or two longer, while Ladd a 
word or two by way of conclusion. Sir, | have 
heard it said by some that this war should be 
prosecuted because its tendency was to ameliorate 
the condition of Mexico. Ihave heard it said that 
we were constituted missionaries by Heaven, 
even by fire and by sword and by slaughter, to 
carry the light of eivilization into that benighted 
land. [have heard that it has been stated even in 
the pulpit that we have been selected by Divine 
Providence to purify a dark and false religion—to 
break down their old, ancient, and degraded super- 
stitions—to bring them into the blaze of the true 
faith, and to substitute for it the holier and purer 
light of the Protestant religion. [ have heard it 
stated, Mr. President, that the war is to be prose- 
cuted in order to enlarge the *‘ area of freedom.”’ 
I hold to no such doctrine. No, sir. 

We need not, for the sake of enlarging the area 
of freedom, become propagandists. No physical 
force is on our part called for to break the bands 
which bind other people in subjection. There is a 
silent, but potent, moral power progressing through 
the world, rapidly tending to that consummation. 
It has its origin in the lesson which our example 
is teaching. Here is seen perfect personal and 
political freedom, combined with unexampled na- 
tional happiness, prosperity, and power. Here is 
seen that individual equality which nature stamps 
upon the heart as a right, protected and enjoyed 
amongst ourselves to an extent never before 
known, and shielded by a national arm that the 
nations of the worid would in vain attempt to 


strike down. Yes, sir, our institutions are telling 


their own story by the blessings they impart to 
us, and indoctrinating the people everywhere with 
| the principles of freedom upon which they are 
| founded. Ancient prejudices are yielding to their 
| mighty influence. Heretofore revered and appa- 
| rently permanent systems of government are fall- 
| ing beneath it. Our glorious mother, free as she 
| has ever comparatively been, is getting to be 
| freer. It has blotted out the corruptions of her 
| political franchise. It has broken her religious 
| intolerance. It has greatly elevated the individual 
character of her subjects. It has immeasurably 
| weakened the power of her nobles, and, by weak- 
| ening it, in one sense has vastly strengthened the 
| authority of her crown, by forcing it to rest for 
| all its power and glory upon the hearts of its per 
| ple. To Ireland, too—impulsive Ireland, the land 
| of genius,.of eloquence, and of valor—it is rapidiy 
| carrying the blessings of a restored freedom and 
| happiness. In France, all of political liberty 
|| which belongs to her is to be traced to it; and 
| even now it is to be seen cheering, animating, and 
| euiding the classic land of Italy, making the very 
| streets of Rome itself to ring with shouts of joy 
|| and gratitude for its presence. Sir, such a spirit 
needs no inactivity, and needs no incentive. It 
admits of neither enlargement nor restraint. Upon 
its own elastie and never-tiring wing, it is now 
soaring over the civilized world, everywhere bear- 
ing its magic ard abiding charm. I say, then, try 
not, seek not to aid it. Bring no physical force 
to succor it. Such an adjunct would serve only 
to corrupt and paralyze its efforts. Leave it to 
| itself, and, sooner or later, man will be free. Sir, 
‘las to this war and its influence upon ourselves, 
\| there is much to rejoice at and be proud of. The 
\| struggle of 1776 demonstrated the deeply seated 
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viction that the southern States owe it to them- | pared with regulars, is as ten to one. Sir, to what || love of freedom in our sires, and their stern and 


selves, one and all of them, to stand on their own || is this owing? It is owing principally to the fact c sear 
rights, to vindicate their own equality, and exclu- '' that the officers are unable to subject them to the | of 1812 demonstrated the capacity of our institu- 


| indomitable purpose to enjoy it or die. The war 
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tions to bear such a trial; and nobly was the test 
borne, and the capacity illustrated. ‘The present 
war has again demonstrated, not only that such 
mere capacity continues, but that no nation exisis 
endowed with greater military power. Mr. Pres- 
ident, the resuli cannot but redound to our future 
peace and happiness, It furnishes ample indem- 
nity for ail the wrongs and obloquy we have here- 
tofore suffered, and ample, ample security against 
their recurrence. Such a result has won for us 
national glory, and thatis national power, stronger 
than thousands of fortresses, and as perpetual as, 
I hope in God, will be our nation’s love of virtue 
and of freedom. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Before 1 give my vote on 
this bill, sir, I desire to know from the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on Military Afiairs, 
whether either of the commanders-in-chief of the 
American army, General Scott or General Taylor, 
has requested such an addition as he proposes to 
make to the American army; whether enher of 
them has desired the department to recommend to 
Congress the raising of thirty regiments—these ten 
regiments of regulars, and the twenty regiments of 
volunts ers. 

Mr. CASS. Before answering the specific ques- 
tion proposed by the gentleman from Delaware, I 
desire to correct some erroneous opinions which 
have been advanced, respecting the amount of the 
force which we have now in the field, and the 
number to which the proposed augmentation would 
carry it. The Senator from South Carolina, in his 
remarks the other day, carried the force we should 
have, if the proposed bill pass, to seventy thou- 
sand, and the Senator from Kentucky carried it 
still higher, to at least ninety thousand men. 
These estimates are far beyond the amount we 
shall have in the field, as the following statement 
will show: 


}. REGULAR TROOPS. 
On the 30th of November last, ngreenbie to the return of the 


Adjutant General, we bad in the field, including officers | 





Rs bb nch dan. knne 06.0550 0n 0a500904 6000550 19,518 
New comp mies and recruits at sea, or on their way 

OP Se ee Oe 6 ck ck cetnes vince sccedsbe cues 1 691 
AmBTORERS TOBUMALE.. 06.05.0000 scccc¥ee sever ocbeesee eee 

2. VOLUNTEER FORCES. 

In the field, including officers and men............ 21,124 
Reeruits on their march.........eee00- Soproces 100 
lu California, 604, and recruits at sea, 200......... BUS 
Aggregatev Olunteers.......0.ceeeeeees evvcesvees 22,027 
Ageregate regular and volunteer forces. .......... 13,530 

Which force was thus distributed : 
Crna PORE SINE, sis cas see becdesbutesbsa 32,153 


Under General Wool, temporarily charged with the 

command ot General ‘1 OE .nndsced >aneeee sees 
Under General Price, in New Mexico 
Ohn the Orevon route 





The following statement will show the amount 
of furce we shall have under General Scott, in the 
event of the passage of this bill, and of the volun- 


teer bill: {| 


On the 30ch of November last, the date of the Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s report, Which includes officers and men sick and 
disabled, and tue garrisons of Tampico and Vera Cruz, 
tuere were under General Scott’s commandin Mexico— 


PGS cc 35 bes anh 65 obasen Soke ahaoe te escon Beguan 
WE Sw vic Wa-dnen Unnewa ven wecetan as see 15,055 
Os a Kika Vinakenddeedvetsrechbese eebead cose 32,156 


To these are to be added one regiment of volunteers 
from Michigan, and two battations, one from Ala- 
bana and ove trom Mississippi, which, if full, 
would amount to 2,200men. but, as remarked by 
the Adjutant General, they cannot be full; and he 
estionttes that they will probably do no more than 
keep the volunteer establishment to its preéxisting 
numb ry, 

Aud fam happy to have this opportunity to relieve 
the solicitude so manifestly telt and avowed, the 
other day, by the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky, respecting the regiment of volunteers from 

lichigan, by assuring him, that Thave received a 
letter trom the Colonel, written upon the route, and 
that he is ere this at Cincinnati or upon tre Ohio, 
with six companies of his regiment; and, I trust, 
the others have already followed hin. 

Tae Adjutant General, agreeably to a table in my 
hand, estimates the number of fighting men, or in 
military langu igs, bayonets, including the garrisons 
at Tampico and Vera Cruz, and sick and disabied, 
at 5,562. 

Of this number, the Adjutant General calculates that 
there are not more fit tor duty than..... ite, Sot ees 24,000 


FORCE PROPOSED TO BE RAISED. 


Ten regiments of infantry, the legal establishment of 
each being 1,000men. But this can never be kept 
full, and experience shows that there must be a de- 


duction from itof about 25 per cent., making this 
FOTOS, GAY... ce ccccsceserscesccccecesceceeccences 77000 | 


Se 





A voluntéer force of 12,500 te supply vacancies in 
the existing volunteer establishment, which, sub- 
ject to the same deduction, weuld give, say...... 





Making a total of bayonets fit for the field.......... 41,009 
Or an actual total, including the garrisons of Vera 
Cruz and Tampico, and the casuaities, of.......... 45,852 








How many of the above are twelve months’ volunteers the 
returns do not show. ‘Their terms must expire soon, and 
they cannot, therefore, be calculated upon in the prosecution 
of the campaign. ‘ ‘ 

‘The provision for raising 20,000 new volunteers ts not in- 
cluded in the above, because the mea-ure is a mere p:ecau- 
tionary one, which ordinary prudence suggest-, and the 
force is not to be called oat but in theevent orsome unfore- 
seen occurrence which may render it necessary. 

It will thus be seen, sir, that if these bills pass, 
the force they will enable the Government to add 
to the troops under General Scott will probably 
bring the number of fighting men to about 41,000, 
and that no reasonable calculation can be made on 
more than between 45,000 and 46,000. 

The error of the honorable gentleman from Ken- 
tucky consists in this, that he assumes, as he did 
in his remarks on this subject a few days since, 
the number of the legal establishment if it were full, 
as the number which the Government can keep-in 
the field. Now, sir, all experience shows, that 
such a result is not practicable. Large deductions 
must be made, and it appears from the reports of 
the Adjutant General, that the actual force main- 
tained is, as I have already stated, about twenty- 
five per cent. less than the full number allowed by 
law. Recruiting depéts cannot be kept filled, even 


by the most strenuous exertions, and the perpet- | 


ually recurring casualties @f war, occasion a con- 
stant drain, which must as be constantly supplied. 
And a considerable deduction must be at all times 


made on account of sickness. I need not enter into | 


any particular detail upon this subject. 
siderations cannot escape the most casual obser- 
ver. 


The con- | 


If therefore all the men raised under these two | 


bills are sent to General Scott, they will give him 
the force | have already indicated. 


lt is obviqus | 


that the force under General Wool can, under no |} 
|| sides the numerous employees of one character or 


circumstances, be diminished, for it is barely sufli- 
cient to protect the country subjected to us upon 
the Rio Grande. 

‘To come now, sir, to the question asked by the 


honorable Senator from Delaware, I have to say , 
that the Government has received from General | 


Scott an estimate of the force he deems necessary 
to carry into effect the plan of operations which 
is recommended by the Secretary of War. 
read so mucif of his projel as relates to this sub- 
ject: 

*‘Augment this army to fifty thousand men to enable them 
to occupy, atthe same time, nearly all the State capitals and 
other principal cities ; to drive guerilla and other robbing 
parties from the great highways of vade; to seize into our 
hands ali the ordinary revenues of the country, internal as 
well as external, for the support of the occupation, and to 
keep the central Governmentin constant incuon and alarm, 
until constrained to sue for peace.” 

Having thus answered the —- of the honor- 
able Senator from Delaware, | yield him the floor. 
*Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland. What is the 
date of that letter? 

Mr. CASS. I do not believe that ] have got the 
date. But the letter says that if the operations 
should be conunued tll October, the augmentation 
of the forces would be necessary. 1 presume, 
therefore, that the letter was written in Septem- 
ber. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Is the letter to be found 
amongst the documents which have veen pub- 
lished ? 

Mr. CASS. No. The Government did not 
deem it prudent to publish the letter; but it is now 
thought proper to make known the portion of it 


_ which has been read. 


Mr. WEBSTER. _I understand that the honor- 
able Senator from Michigan endeavors to show 
that in the opinion of General Scott, on the com- 
munication of the project of the Government to 


him—lI do not ask for particulars further than they | 
are disclosed in the portion of the letter read—for | 


the further military operations of the army of the 
United States in Mexico, there will be needed an 
augmentation of that force to the amount of fifty 
thousand men. 

Mr. CASS. An augmentation making the force 
amount to fifty thousand men. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I understand—that the force 
be augmented till it amounts to fifty thousand. 

Mr. CASS. That is the amount at which he 


1 will | 
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| estimates the force necessary to carry on the milj- 
tary operations. 
Mr. WEBSTER. In other words, that is the 
force which the projects of the Government wii} 
_render necessary. 
| Mr. BADGER. Will the honorable chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs allow me to 
ask on what plan of a eampaign—on what system 
of the future prosecution of the war, does Gen. 
eral Scott say that fifty thousand men will be ne- 
cessary ? 
Mr. CASS. If the gentleman will pardon me, 
I do not believe it to be necessary to state any- 
thing further. I have read all that has a bearije 
on the question before the Senate. . 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. With the permission of 
the honorable Senator from Delaware, who is ey. 
_ utled to the floor, I would now take the opportu- 
nity of correcting a slight misapprehension under 
which I labored on a former occasion, when I sta. 
ted the amount of military forces now in the field 
_in Mexico, by making the statement as I derive it 
from public documents, and in regard to which | 
am happy to find, that as far as it goes, I have the 
_ pleasure of agreeing very much with the honora- 
ble Senator from Michigan. There are now in 
Mexico, when the regiments from Michigan and 
the two battalions now on the way shall have 
/reached the army, forty five thousand seven 
hundred men. In addition to that, the Executive 
is now invested with the power of enlisting up- 
| wards of seven thousand regulars, besides twelve 
thousand five hundred volunteers, to supply the 
_ place of those who have not engaged for the war— 
making in all sixty-five thousand men. If you add 
to that, upon a conjectural estfmate—I suppose 
not far from the truth—five thousand seamen and 
marines, also engaged in the war, you will then 
| havea numerical force, naval and military, amount- 
| ing to seventy thousand men. If, again, you add 
to that, the proposed increase of the army by the 
whole amount of these two bills, twenty thousand 
volunteers and ten thousand regulars, you will 
have an army of a hundred thousand men, be- 


another, following the army—making an aggregate 
of at least one hundred and ten thousand men. At 
this moment, including the sailors, and marines, 
and followers of the army, you are paying and 
feeding not less than from fifty-five thousand to 
sixty-five thousand men. This is the statement, 
sir, on which, as I conceive, the Senate has to vote 
upon this bill. 

Mr. CASS. Ifthe honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky will allow me, I must repeat the correction 
which I made the other day, and at the same time 
refer him to the statement presented but a few min- 
utes since. I repeat, sir, that the provision for 
raising twenty thousand new volunteers does not 
bear upon the question before us. Not a man will 
be raised, nor a dollar expended, unless a state of 
things should happen which cannot be reasonably 
anticipated. And, in such an event, prudence re- 
quires that the Government should be enabled to 
act and to call out an arriere force, which is the 
object of that portion of the bill. Why the hon- 
orable Senator includes five thousand seamen and 
marines in his estimate of the means for prosecu- 
ting the war in the interior of Mexico, | cannot 
conjecture. Surely they will add nothing to the 
force to be employed by General Scott in the sub- 
jugation of the Mexican Government and people. 
| L repeat, sir, the error of the honorable gentleman 
_ consists in his considering the legal establishment 
and the aggregate force as the same thing. I have 
shown the deduction it is necessary to make from 
the former, in order to exhibit the real amount of 
the latter. After this is done, the Senator will find 
that the force I have stated of from forty-one thou- 
sand to forty-six thousand is the true one, which 
will be placed at the disposition of General Scott, 
and which is less by some thousands than the 
force he considers necessary to carry on the plan 
of operations recommended by the Secretary of 
War. The Exccutive, therefore, in calling upon 
Congress to pass the bills under consideration, has 
| had the best authority—that of the commanding 
| 


| 
|| general himself—for the amount of force recom- 
| 
} 


| mended. 

| Mr. CRITTENDEN. I am wellaware of the 
_ casualties to which the army in the field is sub- 
| ject, and especially when exposed to such a cli- 
|| mate as that of Seanden, which renders it very 
|| difficult to know what portion of the troops is effi- 
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cient, and I only stated, that from the official re- 
turns, there appeared to be forty-five thousand 
men now in Mexico. 

Mr. CASS, (in his seat.) Forty-three thou- 


nd. 
"Mr. CRITTENDEN. And the two regiments 
from Michigan, which the gentleman supposes, I 
will He very happy to hear are on the way, be- 
sides the two battalions also on the way to join 
the army. 

Mr. CASS. Will the Senator pardon me if I 
interrupt him one moment? These twenty-two 
hundred men will no more than suffice to fill up 
the volunteer forces. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
inround numbers forty-five thousand men, together 
with the five thousand seamen and marines actu- 
ally engaged in this war; making an aggregate force 
of fifty thousand men in Mexico. 
to be deducted from this number on account of the 
casualties of battle, and of climate, to which the 
gentleman referred? I cannot well make a caleu- 


8 


lation; but I am startled at the estimate which the | 


Senator presents, that one-fourth of these are to be 
struck down! 


Still there would be left | 


Now, what is | 


Why, that cannot be; and, sir, the | 
gentieman must recollect that under these inevit- | 


| this measure on which we are called upon to vote. 


| In reply to the inquiry, as I understand, the hon- 


able casualties, which I admit, you have been all | 
the time endeavoring to supply the ranks of enlist- | 


ments throughout the EE, 
been continually going on. 

up a newspaper in which you do not find a notice 
of the sailing of some detachment of troops for 
Mexico. Not a week passes in which a vessel 
with soldiers does not sail from some port in the 
United States. ‘That has been the case throughout 
the war. Now, is it possible, that this devouring 
war consumes men faster than you can ship them 
thither? Why, when I was journeying to this 
place, there were some hundreds of regulats going 
on from Newport on the Ohio river; and I see in 
the newspapers frequent notices of the transporta- 
tion of troops to Mexico. We have been all the 
time diligently recruiting, and will not the deficit 
be supplied in that way? Another thing is to be 
borne in mind: nearly the whole amount of those 
troops which have been thus despatched, have not 
encountered the casualties of the field. The casu- 
alties, which battle brought upon the forces, occur- 
red before the arrival of these reinforcements. The 
twenty thousand men that have gone there lately, 
have not been engaged in a single battle. 


Enlistments have | 
ou can hardly take | 


They | 


arrived in the healthy season. They were healthy | 


and robust men that went. Is it indeed true, that 
25 per cent. of all these fresh troops have fallen 
under the influence of the climate and disease? 
No; I trust not. 
five thousand men, making every possible deduc- 
tion, besides those sick and temporarily disabled. 
Is not that a sufficient force? Mexico, sir, will be 
conquered in six weeks, and we shall all know it 
and admit it. The question will then no longer 
be about defensive lines, and about diplomacy, 
and negotiation, and treaty; but about the con- 
quered prize lying at our feet. Beyond all doubt, 
the question then will be, “ What shall we do with 
this conquered prize?’’ Sir, San Luis Potosi and 
Zacatecas, I venture to say, will be taken, from 
every account, in less than six weeks from this 


day. Will Mexico, then, be conquered? She is | 


now conquered, as everybody knows. There is 
nothing left, then, but Queretaro. Our conquests 
are becoming so spacious that I can scarcely de- 
scribe them by their proper names, and I dare say 
I am not correct in the pronunciation now; and 
Queretaro is spared only because there glimmers 
the last flickering light of a government which 
rests in the country. There is the phantom of a 
Congress and Government, and Queretaro remains 
uncaptured, not from any want of power, but be- 
cause you would there nurse that government into 
something with which you can make a treaty. 
Why, I see that General Scott has been giving 
passports to the legislators who constitute this 
government to go eafely to what they call their 
new seat of government! This is the condition of 
things in Mexico. Surely, surely, we may now 
safely assume that Mexico is conquered. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I have-not yet obtained from 
the honorable chairman of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs the precise information which I sought. 
I did not desire to excite d discussion on the ques- 
tion as to the amount of military force at present 
in Mexico; but I put the question whether our 
military commanders in Mexico had recommended 


We have not less than thirty- | 





them (General Scoti) did, some time during the 

last year, write a letter recommending that, ina 

certain event, the military establishment in Mexico | 
should be inereased to fifty thousand men. Will 

the honorable Senator tell me the date of the let- 

ter? 

_ Mr. CASS. It was written after the arrival of 
its writer in Mexico; but how long after, | do not 

know. 

Mr. CLAYTON, After the capture of the city? 

Mr. CASS. Certainly; he distinctly alludes to 
that event. ; ; 

Mr. CLAYTON. It was written, then, after 
the capture of the city of Mexico. There is no 
intelligence, as | understand, frem General Taylor 
that any additional forces’ were requisite. Am I 
right in the conjecture ? 

Mr. CASS. 
ask ? 


Mr. CLAYTON. Did General Taylor on any 
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It has been stated by my friend from Kentucky 


| —and I think he has fully sustained it—that the 
orable chairman of the committee says that one of || force at present under the command of Scott 


and Taylor, or Wool in the absence of Taylor, 
amounts to forty-five thousand men; and we are 
now called on to increase the army to thirty thou- 
sand more, in order to overrun all Mexico, in order 


| to occupy the capitals of all the States of Mexico, 


and to seize upon the entire revenues of the coun- 
try. In other words, as I understand it, to anni- 
hilate Mexico as a nation, and to destroy her Gov- 
ernment, does not require anything like the force 
which the honorable chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs now asks the Senate to vote. 
If you add thirty regiments—twenty regiments of 
volunteers and ten regiments of regulars—to the 
troops already in the field, you will have a vasily 


| greater force than the commanding general of the 


occasion recommend such an addition to the mili- 


tary force? 

Mr.CASS._ I understand the Senator as inqui- 
ring whether General Taylor had made the same 
recommendation as General Scott. I have told 
all 1 know about the recommendation of General 
Scott, and do not know whether General Taylor 
made a similar recommendation, 

Mr. CLAYTON. There is nothing, then, fyom 
General Taylor. He has made no recommenda- 
tion to add to the troops in Mexico; and as to 
General Scott, the honorable chairman is able to 


cified in the letter. 
What did the honorable Senator |! 


army considers necessary for all the purposes spe- 
It is well known to my brother 
Senators here, that during the last session and the 
previous one, } voted upon all occasions, when 
bills were presented to this body to increase the 
army of the United States, or to furnish supplies 
for the army, in favor of those bills. I took the 
ground that whether the Administration of the 
country was right or wrong in the inception of 
this war, I should vote more troops and more sup- 
plies for our armies, in order to sustain the honor 
and interests of the country, so long as my vote 


| might be needed to sustain that honor and those 
interests. 


Nor shall I, in the course which Tam 
about to take with regard to this bill, in the least 


| change my purpose in regard to this matter, as 


| originally formed. 


inform me, that some time last year, as lie thinks, | 


‘*after the capture of the city of Mexico,’’ Gen- 
eral Scott wrote to the department informing them, 


| I should vote precisely as I voted then. 


that if certain things intended to be done by the || 


Administration were attempted, 50,000 men would 
be required to be added to the army. 

Mr. CASS. 
forces to 50,000 men; not add that amount. 

Mr. CLAYTON, That’s the very understand- 
ing | had, and was corrected in it. Well, that in- 
crease of the army to 50,000 men,as I understand 
from the reading of the letter from General Scott, 


I beg your pardon, sir—raise the | 


was to be made in case the Administration should | 


design to subjugate—to reduce all Mexico. 

Mr. CASS. Oh! no. 

Mr. CLAYTON. ‘That is the amount of it, as 
I understand. If in error, I will be happy to be 
corrected, 

Mr. CASS, The Senator is at liberty to put 


his own construction on the letter; but the object | 


was stated to be ** to keep the Central Government 
in motion.”’ J] will read the passage again. 

[Several Senators: We shall be glad to hear it 
again. ] 


If the same issues were now 
before me which were presented at the last session, 
But to- 
tally different is the question now presented. On 
all former occasions, the President of the United 
States, and his friends on this floor, disavowed 
any intention of conquest, or aoeaes of terri- 
tory by conquest. They invariably declared that 
their object was not to obtain Mexican territory 
by robbery or conquest. They fought, it was 
declared, for a fair and honorable peace, and for 
indemnities for the injuries which we had received 
at the hands of Mexico. But what now is the 
issue presented to the American Senate by the 
bill upon your table? Allow me here to read from 
the message of the President, so that there may be 


/no ground for any allegation of misstatement or 


equivocation. Let us hear from the President 


| himself, the objects which he has in view, and the 


purposes for the accomplishment of which he de- 
sires these additional troops. The Presidentsays; 


‘In the mean time, as Mexico refuses all indemnity, we 
should adopt measures to indemnity ourselves, by appropri- 
ating permanently a portion of her territory. Early after the 


| commencement of the war, New Mexico and the Califor- 


and added: The substance of the letter has been || 


given in a St. Louis paper which came here with- 
in the last few days. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Well, that is what! call re- 
ducing or subjugating the country. Ot 
put their own construction on it. This increased 
force, then, is not recommended by General Scott; 


but he says to the department, ‘*if you propose | 


to take all the capitals of the States of Mexico— 
if you intend not only to put down the guerrillas 


and bandits, but to keep the Central Government | 


of Mexico constantly in motion, allowing it no 
fixed place in which it can treat with you—if you 
purpose also to take possession of the revenues 
of the country, then you will require such an 
addition to the army now here as will raise it 
to fifty thousand men.’’ General Scott, it will be 
perceived, does not recommend that such an ad- 
dition shall be made to the army; he only says 


to the War Department, that if they design to | 
adopt a certain course of procedure, it will be | 


necessary to increase the army to that amount. 


Pray, sir, what do you call keeping the Central | 


Government in motion, occupying the State capi- 
tals, and seizing the revenues of Mexico? I call 
it subjugation of the country and an annihilation of 
the Government of Mexico. Well, now, the Pres- 
ident of the United States disavows that in his 
mn e. He declares that he is opposed to the an- 
nihilation of Mexico as a republic; yet the propo- 
sition now is, to augment the forces in Mexico, on 
the ground that such an increase is necessary, in 
order to attain objects which are, as I consider, 
tantamount to the entire subjugation of the country. 


Ns i || nias were taken possession of by our forces. 
Mr. CASS then read the passage already given, || 


Our mibtary 
and naval commanders were ordered to conquer and hold 
them, subject to be disposed of by a treaty of peace. 

“The provinces are now in our undisputed occupation, 
and have been so for many months; all resistance on the 


| part of Mexico having ceased within their limits, Lam satis. 
| fied that they should never be surrendered to Mexico.” 


Others will || 
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And again he says, on the same page: 

“ Besides New Mexico and the Californias, there are other 
Mexican provinces which have been reduced to our posses- 
sion by conquest. These other Mexican provinces are now 
governed by our military and naval commanders, under the 
general authority which is conferred upon a conqueror by the 
laws of war. They should continue to be held as a means of 
coercing Mexico to accede to just terms of peace.” 

The question then arises, What are these ‘‘ terms 
of peace”—what the President conceives to be 
“ just,’? and on which he means to insist? By 
turning to the eighth page of his message, you 
will find an answer to this inquiry. You will then 
discover the views of the Executive with regard 
to “just terms of peace.’’ It has been said, in the 
progress of debate, that the President attempted 
to negotiate after the battles of Contreras and 
Cherubusco; that he made an effort to treat with 
the Mexican commissioners, having sent Mr. Trist 
to Mexico for that purpose. In his message he 
communicates the peepert of the instructions given 
to Mr. Trist, and his own “ ultimatum:”’ 

“ The Commissioner of the United States was authorized 
to agree to the establishment of the Rio Grande as the 
boundary, from its entrance into the Gulf to its intersection 
with the southern boundary of New Mexico, in north lat- 
itude about thirty-two degrees, and to obtain a cession to 
the United States of the Provinces of New Mexico and the 
Californias, and the privilege of the right of way across the 
isthmus of Tehuantepec. The boundary of the Rio a gore 
and the cession to the United States of New Mexico an 
Upper California, constituted, an ultimatum whieh our 
Commissioner was, undér no circumstances, to yield. 
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Here we have the President's * just terms of 
peace,”’ as he calls them; his * ultimatum”’ is 
definitely announced, and we are no longer left, as 
during the last two sessions, to conjecture—to guess 
at the objects and intentions of the President of the 
United States in regard to Mexico, It is now cer- 
tain that he has demanded as an ultimatum, and 
means to demand hereafter as his ultimatum, the 
cession to the United States of the Californias, and 
the whole of New Mexico—a territory embracing 
at least six hundred and ninety thousand square 
miles of land—more than twice the entire territo- 
rial extent of the “ old thirteen Stetes” at the time 
of the American Revolution! And | am called 
upon to give a vote which shall enable the Pres- 
ident to enforce these ** terms of peace!”? I am 
called upon to sive a vote that shall enable him to 
compel Mexico to cede the whole of New Mexico 
and the Californias to this country: I have no 
choice left. I can at once take up my position, 
and say whether [am in favor of the acquisition 
and conquest of all this vast region, or whether I 
am opposed to it. 

[ must confess that I do not understand the ar- 
gument of my honorable friend from Maryland, 
{Mr. Jounson.] He concluded, as I understood, 
with an expression of his resolution to vote for 
this bill. 
the United States were consulted, he verily be- 


He told us to-day, that if the people of | 


lieved the great mass of them would decide against | 


the acquisition of any territory on the western side 
of the Del Norte. ‘The Senator thought that the 
people of the United States would go with him for 
acquisition of territory by way of indemnity and 
not by way of robbery, but in payment of the 
debt which is justly due us by Mexico. He 


thought that the people would go with him so | 


far as to defend the country between the Neuces 
and the Rio Bravo; but he had no doubt that 
the people of the United States were elearly op- 
posed, and would so declare themselves whenever 


called upon, to the acquisition of any territory | 


on the other side of the Rio Bravo. 
not understand how my friend; having arrived at 
these conclusions, being thus satisfied as to the 


popular will, can reconcile it to himself to vote for | 
this immence addition to the army of the United | 
States, when the object of the augmentation of the | 


military establishment is plainly avowed by the 
President to be the extension of his conquests over 
the whole of this country on the other side of the 


Rio Bravo, and the acquisition of both the Califor- | 


nias and New Mexico. If my honorable friend 
can reconcile that by the exercise of all his inge- 
nuity, L should like to hear him do so. For my 
part, | cannot comprehend it. Without reflecting 
on his course, however, my business is to point out 
my own. 

Before I proceed further in the argument on this 


question, I desire to say, for one, that I never | 


have been, and I am not now, willing to acquire 


one acre of ground from Mexico, or any other | 


nation under heaven, by conquest or robbery. I 
hold that, in all our transactions with the other 


nations of the world, the great principle ought to | 


be maintained of us that ‘honesty is the best 
policy,”’ and that ar honorable reputation is of 


more value to a country than land or money. I! 


hold that any attempt on our part, merely because 
we happen to possess superior strength, to com- 
pel a weaker nation to cede to us all that we 
choose to demand as indemnity, whilst we at the 


same time admit that we ask for more than she | 


owes is, is nothing else but robbery. If a man 
owes me a sum of money, and if, when I meet 
him on the highway, he replies to my demand 


that he has not wherewithal to meet it, and J | 


should insist, with a pistol pointed to his breast, 
that he should deliver to me a deed of his farm, at 
the estimate which I choose to put upon it, I think 
there could not be much difference of opinion as 
to the nature of that transaction. I oul like to 
know how my friend from Maryland, who is an 
able lawyer, would defend, under an indictment, 
the man guilty of such conduct. Would it be 
any palliation, or excuse, or justification of the 
conduct of his client, in such a case, that the 
money ‘was justly due him? Could there be 
found in Christendom a court and jury that would 
hesitate as to the verdict in stch a case? And 
what, let me ask—as a friend near me [Mr. Wes- 
STER] suggests—what would be the value of the 
deed obtained in such circumstances? If the pos- 
sessor of it should even go ‘* unwhipt of justice,” 


| jah J. Weed, late quartermaster of marines, de- | 
ceased; for the relief of Aurelia Brereton; for the | 


Now I can- | 


finger of every honest man would be pointed, so 
long as he lived upon the earth? I hold—and, 
however old-fashioned the notion may be, I shall 
maintain it so long as I have a seat here—that 
character is as valuable to a nation as it is to an 
individual; and inasmuch as I would scorn as a 
private citizen to despoil my neighbor of his 
property in these circumstances and with these 
avowals,.so, as a public man, | never can sanc- 
tion, in the slightest degree, such a course of con- 
duct oy the part of the Government of the coun- 


try . 


We have been amongst the weakest. In times 
cone by, we have sutlered from the cruelty, the 
tyranny, and injustice of other nations, and have 
uttered loud complaints. We have now waxed 
strong, and can put the foot upon the neck ofa 
sister republic, and compel her to yield to the terms 
we ourselves dictate. The question now comes 
up, and it addresses itself to every genuine lover 
of his country, whether the acquisition of all this 
territory, in those circumstances, would compen- 
sate us for the loss of the reputation—that high 


national character which we have hitherto sustain- | 


ed? Do not understand me as opposing the just 
claims of my own country. I would go as far to 
enforce those claims consistently with the honor of 
the country as any man living. So far as the 
yrosecution of war for the purpose of securing just 
indemnity for these claims might be concerned, I 
would go as far as he who, on the other side of the 
Chamber, goes farthest. But the President dis- 
tinctly tells you that when Mr. ‘Trist made the 
proposition to the Mexican Commissioners to ne- 


votiate, the terms were to be defined by him, and | 


that they were to be submitted to by Mexico at 
‘* the cannon’s mouth.” 

Here Mr. C. yielded toa motion to adjourn; 
and 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 12, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER announced as the question first 
in order this day the motion of Mr. Potiock to 
recommit the resolution yesterday reported by Mr. 
RockweEL.t, from the Committee of Claims, au- 
thorizing the employment of a clerk to compile 
and classify all the claims which have been before 
Congress from the 4th to the 29th Congress, in- 


clusive, in alphabetical order, showing what action, || 


if any, has ever been had on said claims by Con- 
fress. 

Mr. ROBINSON moved the usual resolution to 
terminate all debate in Committee of the Whole 


on the President’s message this day, at two o’clock, | 


>, m. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved to lay the resolution 
on the table, which was agreed to: Yeas 99, nays 
74. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 


Mr. COCKE made an ineffectual effort to get | 
the House into Committee of the Whole, for the | 
purpose of taking up the joint resolution, reported || 


by him a few days since, authorizing the employ- 
ment of an additional number of clerks in the 
Pension Office. 

The SPEAKER then again announced the un- 
finished business, to wit: the motion to recommit 
the resolution yesterday reported by Mr. Rock- 
WELL, of Connecticut, from the Committee of 
Claims. - 

And this proposition being taken up, a debate 
of some length ensued, in which Messrs. ROCK- 
WELL of Massachusetts, COBB of Georgia, and 
ROCKWELL of Connecticut, took part. 

The resolution was then recommitted. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report upon the petition of George 
Hix. Laid on the table. 

Mr. D., from the same committee, reported abill 
for the relief of William Hogan, administrator of 
Michael Hogan, deceased. Read and committed. 

Mr. CROWELL, from the same committee, 
reported bills for the relief of the securities of Eli- 
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would he not be the object to which the scornful || and for the relief of Thomas Scott; which several 


| bills were read and committed. 

Mr. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS (speaking jn 
' an exceedingly low tone of voice) was understood 
to say that the petitioner had deceased during the 
recess of Congress, and that the bill should, there. 
fore, be amended so as to accrue to the benefit of 
his heirs. 

The SPEAKER suggested, as the bill was 
already referred to the Committee of the Whole 
' House, the desired amendment might be made by 

them when the bill came up for consideration. 


| Mr.CROWELL, from the Cominittee of Claims, 
We are one of the strongest nations of the earth. 


made adverse reports on the petitions of Willian 

Harris, Charles Foreman, Eli Ackley, Martin L, 

Patterson, Samuel Reed, Willian# Greer, and upon 

a memorial of the Legislature of Illinois. Laid 

| on the table. 

| Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports on the petitions of Daniel Brown, 
A. R.S. Hunter, and Martin Thomas. Laid on 
the table 

| Mr. T., from the same committee, reported billy 
for the relief of Reginald alias Nick Hillary, and 

for the relief of James McAvoy. Read and com- 

mitted. 

Mr. FLOURNOY, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal heirs and 
representatives of Nathaniel Cox, deceased, for- 
merly naval agent at New Orleans. Read and com- 
mitted, 

Mr. DUNN, from the same committee, reported 
bills for the relief of William Ralston; for the re- 
lief of Charles Benns; for the relief of John W. 
Hockett; and for the relief of the heirs of Matthew 
Stewart; which several bills were read and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. THIBODEAUX, from the Committee on 
|| Commerce, to which it had been referred, reported 
/a bill relating to the collection district of New 
| Orleans, and for other purposes. Read and com- 

mitted. 
| Mr. GRINNELL, from the same Committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Barclay & Living- 
| ston, and Smith, Thurger & Co. Read and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, asked to be discharged from the consid- 
eration of the papers of Jacob Keer, and that they 
| be referred to the Committee on Private Land 
, Claims. Agreed to. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the same committee, 
| reported the following resolution, which was agreed 
| to: 

Resolved, That 5,000 copies of the report of the Commis- 


sioner of Public Lands be printed for the use of the members 
of this House. 


Mr. PUTNAM, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Amzy Judd. Read 
and committed. 
| Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, from the same 
committee, reported a bill giving further time for 

satisfying claims for bounty lands, and for other 
| purposes. Read and committed. 

Mr. D., from the same committee, asked to be 
discharged from the consideration of the petition 
of James Vangorden, and that it lie on the table. 
Agreed to. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, asked to be discharged from the 
consideration of the petition of citizens of North- 
umberland county, Pennsylvania, and that it lie on 
the table. Agreed to. 

'| Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
| mittee on Revolutionary Claims, asked to be dis- 
| charged from the seepibeiaiians of the petition of 
'| Isaac Beall, and that the petitioner have leave to 
|| withdraw his papers. Agreed to. 

| Mr. KING also asked that the Committee on 
| Revolutionary Claims be discharged from the con- 
| sideration of the petition of Welch, adminis- 
| trator of Churchill Gibbs, and that it be referred to 
| the Secretary of War. Agreed to. ; 

| Mr. WICK, from the Committee on Private 
| Land Claims, made an adverse report on the peti- 
| tion of Thomas Jenne. Laid on the table. 

Mr. BARRINGER, from the Committee on In- 
'| dian Affairs, made an adverse report on the petition 
of John A. Bryan. Laid on. the table. ; 

| Mr. GIDDINGS, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Joseph and Lindsley 
Ward. Read and committed. al 
Mr. BOYD, from the Committee on Military 





relief of the legal heirs of John Snyder, deceased; | Affairs, reported a bill to amend an act entitled 





1848. 
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« An act to raise for a limited time an additional 
military force, and for other purposes.’’ Read and 
committed. ; : 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill to authorize certain 
promotions in the naval service; and a bill to direct 
the Secretary of the Navy to settle certain accounts 
of pursers in the navy who have been required to 
act as pursers of the vessels of which they were 
jjlaced in command during the existing war with 
Mexico. Read and committed. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, from the 
same committee, reported a bill for the relief of 
Ann W. Angus. Read and committed. 

Mr. WHITE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Elizabeth Mays; and 
u bill for the relief of Nancy Tompkins. Read 
and committed. 

Mr. SCHENCK, from the same committee, 
reported a joint resolution for the relief of J. Mel- 
ville Gilliss and others; and bills for the relief of 
James Glynn and others; and for the relief of 
James H. Conley. Which several bills and joint 
resolution were read and committed. 

Mr. SCHENCK, from the same committee, re- 

orted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the legality of the order of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy giving assimilated rank to surgeons, 
assistant surgeons, and pursers, and the expediency of re- 
pealing or continuing the same by law ; and that the com- | 
mittee report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. POLLOCK expressed a desire to debate 
this resolution, which he maintained would carry 
it over to another day. He inquired (in conse- 
quence of some remarks from a gentleman near 
him) if the morning hour had expired. 

The SPEAKER replied, that it was competent 
for any gentleman to move to go into Committee 
of the Whole. 


Mr. POLLOCK said, perhaps then he would | 


accomplish his object by moving that the House | 
do now resolve itself into Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union. | 

Mr. HILLIARD begged the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania not to press that motion. 

Mr. SCHENCK desired to call the attention of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania to the fact that | 
this was a igen to inquire. 

Mr. POLLOCK said he had, then, misunder- 
stood the proposition. If it was as represented b 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scuencx,] he had || 
no objection to it. 

Mr. RHETT said it appeared to him the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs were asking the House to | 
instruct them to do that which they had power to 
do without such instructions. If there had been | 
any illegality, why did not the Naval Committee | 
proceed to investigate it? Why did they seek for | 
instructions? Were they afraid to discharge their | 
duty unless they should, be compelled to do it by i 
the House? He saw no necessity for such a reso- | 


| 
woes he therefore moved to lay it on the | 
tabie. 


Some explanations having been made between | 
Mr. SCH ; 


land— 


NCK and Mr. EVANS, of Mary- 


to the 92d rule, which is in these words: 


| 

“It shall be the duty of the Committee on Naval Affairs to | 
take into consideration all matters which concern the naval | 
establishment, and which shall be referred to them by the | 
House, and to report their opinion thereupon; and also to | 
report, from time to time, such measures as my contribute | 
to economy and accountability in the said establishment.’? 


The rule prescribed the duty of the committee, | 
and hence they required no further instruction. 

he question was then taken on laying on the 
table, and it was decided in the affirmative bya 
vote of 75 to 58. 

Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill to amend the act of the 3d 


of March, 1847, entitled “* An act to establish cer- | 


tain post routes, and for other purposes.” 
Mr. STANTON asked that the bill might be 


now put on its e. 
The bill provides that the officers, seamen, and 


a 





vice on any of the coasts of Mexico, may receive 
letters free of postage, thus placing the navy on 
the same footing in this respect with the officers, | 
musicians, and pees of the army in Mexico. _ 

M;.GOGGIN moved to commit the bill to the | 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 
Mr. STANTON inquired if that was debatable? || 


The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. STANTON then proceeded to urge the 
passage of the bill. No one, he presumed, would 
refuse to put our officers and seamen in the same 
position that the officers and men of the regular 
army were put in by a law of a previous session 
of Congress; for they were equally exposed to 
hardships and perils in the service of the country, 
and sometimes on shore as well as on the ocean. 

Mr. GOGGIN said, when it came fairly before 
the House, he should desire to discuss it; but he 
desired first to inquire how this matter had been 
taken from the Committee on the Post Oflice and 
Post Roads, and committed to the Committee on 
Naval Afiairs. 

Mr. STANTON explained. It was’ to supply 
an Omission in an act heretofore passed, from the 
advantages of which the navy was excluded, that 
the Committee on Naval Affairs had directed him 
to report this bill. He had not anticipated any 
opposition to this bill, nor had he believed that it 
required the consideration of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. It was simply de- 
signed to supply an omission, which he had hoped 
would have met with a general acquiescence. 

Mr. RHETT said, what the gentleman from 
Tennessee had said was perfectly true. There 
was an omission of the navy in the law to which 
he referred, but still this bill was defective; for our 
mails not only go to Mexico, but are sent to the 
Pacific, to the Mediterranean, and to Europe. If, 
therefore, our officers and sailors in the Gulf of 
Mexico are to be exempt from postage, the same 


principle should be applied to those who were on | 
\, still more distant stations—in the Pacific, in Eu- | 


rope, or with the squadron in the Mediterranean. 
He did not say that he was opposed to the propo- 
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committee, as well as great respect for its members, 
he hoped this matter would be sent back to it. 

Mr. BOTTS begged to say that it was not of 
the slightest consequence to him whether the sub- 
ject were sent back or referred to some other com- 
mittee; but he begged also to call the attention of 
the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. T. Ssrrn} 
to the 90th rule of this House, which provides and 
prescribes what shall be the duties of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, in these words: 

“Tt shall be the duty of the Committee on Military Affairs 
to take into consideration all subjects relating to the mili 
tary establishment and public defence, which may be reter- 
red to them by the House, and to report Mere opinion 
thereupon; and also to report, from time to time, such 
measures as may contribute to economy and accountability 
in the said estabiishment.”’ 

The gentleman would therefore see that the du- 
ties of the Committee on Military Affairs were so 


| specific and so distinct from the objects here con- 


| tion. 


templated by the proposed reference, that the 
Committee on Military Affairs had deemed it 
proper to ask to be discharged from its considera- 
Still, he held that it was competent for this 
House, at its discretion, to refer such matters to 


| the Committee on Military Affairs, the Commit- 


| sition of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, but he | 


| thought it should be referred to the Committee on 


being preferable to a partial one, and that com- 


mittee being the one best qualified to adjust all the | 


details. He thought the motion of the gentleman 
from Virginia was the correct one. 

Mr. S'ANTON replied that this measure was 
of no actual importance to the Post Office Depart- 
ment, for letters were already sent by the Navy 


Department to their foreign stations, by both pub- | 


lic and private vessels. ‘I'his_bill was merely de- 
signed to obviate any invidious distinction. 

Mr. RHETT continued. If what the gentle- 

| man from Tennessee said was correct, there was 

no earthly necessity to pass this bill. If the Navy 


| Department could send letters to other stations, she | 
But he did || 


could send also to the Gulf squadron. 
not understand that the Post Office Department 
had been established to give everybody gratuitous 
facilities to send correspondence to foreign coun- 
tries. In every aspect, therefore, this bill should 
be subjected to an examination by the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The motion to commit was then agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on Naval 


Reeder, 


Affairs, oe a bill for the relief of Charles | 
| 


. R. Johnson, and Thomas P. Jones. 


|, Read and committed. 
Mr. RHETT desired the attention of the House || 


Mr. BOTTS, from the Committee on Military 


|| Affairs, asked to be discharged from the petition 


| of Ithamar Rogers, and that it be laid on the table. 
Agreed to. 


Mr. B., from same committee, asked to be dis- 


charged from the petitions of certain officers of the || 


army of the United States in Mexico; of Frances 
P. Gardiner, widow of the late Geo. W. Gardiner; 
of Frances Fowler, widow of the late Abraham 
Fowler; of Mary M. Foot, widow of Lyman Foot; 


| mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


officers and soldiers of our present army in the 
event of their falling in the public service. 


the Post Office and Post Roads, a general measure | 


| committee of which he was a member. 


tee on Invalid, or the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, neither of which was expressly charged 
with the consideration of such questions. But as 
the Committee on Military Affairs would have 
much business to occupy its members, and the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions would not 
be so much oppressed with business, it was 


| thought, in giving it a special reference, it might 
| with much propriety be sent to that committee. 


For himself, however, he was perfectly indifferent 
respecting the disposition the House might make 
of it. 

Mr. HARALSON, as a member of the Com- 


| mittee on Military Affairs, begged to state, that it 


was clearly his conviction that this subject should 


| be sent to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
| sions. 


It more appropriately belonged to that, or 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, than to the 
It was not 


| material to which of the two Pension Committees 
| it was referred; but to one it was obvious it should 


go, for it was an application for a pension. Pen- 
sion was the object sought, and nothing else. 
How, then, could it be sent to the Committee on 


|| Military Affairs, consistently with the rule which 


prescribed their duties? 
It had been said that the widows of our officers 
and soldiers who might fall in the Mexican war 


| were not ‘‘invalids,’’ nor the widows of soldiers 


of the ‘* revolutionary war.”? True. But neither 


| were they a — of the ‘ military establishment 


and public defence,’’ and hence the Committee on 
Military Affairs was not the appropriate commit- 
tee. Certainly it was less appropriate, the memo- 
rial being an application for a pension, than either 
of the two committees, both of which had the sub- 
ject of pensions committed to them. He should 
vote to send it to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, though it was true the rule prescribing 
the duty of that committee did not itself embrace 
this subject. But that was a more appropriate 


| reference than either of the others. 


| } 


| 


The honorable gentleman read the 95th and 96th 
rules prescribing the duties of the two Pension 

| Committees—the one being “to take into consid- 
| eration all such matters respecting pensions for ser- 
vices in the revolutionary war, other than invalid 
pensions,”’ and the other being charged with those 
' invalid pensions which were the exception in the 


' first of the two rules. There was no Committee 


| on Pensions other than those enumerated, and it 
, and of the widows and orphans of sundry officers | 


of the army; and that they be referred to the Com- || 


would be perhaps most appropriate to send this 
subject to a special committee. If the motion to 
refer to the other committees should fail, he should 


Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, said he did not | certainly move such a referenee. The duties of 
know what the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- the Committee on Military Affairs would be oner- 


sions had to do with the question, whether it was | ous enough without giving them in charge the sub- 
|| proper to grant pensions to the widows of the ject of pensions. 


Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, said the appli- 


[A || cation was for a system of rewards for officers and 


I i r | voice: **We are revolutionizing Mexico.”] * A | soldiers now in the service of the country. This 
marines of the navy of the United States, in ser- | revolution in Mexico! He knew not how even || necessarily involved a question which was contra- 


/ our Mexican war could bring the subject within || ry to the genius of our institutions, and it should 


the province of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. He humbly apprehended that that 


committee had nothing to do with it; but that it | ation. 
properly belonged to the Committee on Military || ence to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 
Affairs, which had jurisdiction over this entire | but the venerable gentleman was not distinctly 
subject; and, as he had entire confidence in that || heard at the reporter’s desk. 


be well considered before a system was establish- 
ed for the future involving such weighty consider- 
He was understood to advocate the refer- 





4 


a 


gs yay 


pees 


aig Pg yeas we 
= s 


+ 
ce 
oat Bi 


eager ms 


ie Stee 


ha om DAI 


5 ain ent 


= 


rma or an 


oe a Sa, 


te 


ey 


ee gm 


EE nl 


We AB 


idee! Die eny 
see) | Wie a. 


nd 


Sr 


et 
i. 


5 


ASOT Te. Bm 


oe 
se 



















































































































































































































































































































































































er ee 


= 





The motion to refer to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions was then agreed to. 

Mr. HILLIARD, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported a bill to regulate the diplo- 
matic intercourse of the United States with foreign 
nations. Read and committed. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for settling the claims of the 
heirs of Richard W. Meade, deceased. Read and 


committed, 


Mr. RHETT, from the same committee, re- | 


ported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Benjamin Hodges, and a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Cornelius Manning. 
Read and committed. 

Mr. LAWRENCE, of New York, from the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, made an 
adverse report on the petition of Anna Smith and 
others. Laid on the table. 

Mr. HAMMONS, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of James 
Hillman. Laid on the table. 

Mr. SYLVESTER, from the same committee, 
asked that the committee be discharged from the 
vetitions of Peter Rife and Silvia Pond, widow of 


Jeriah Pond, and that they be laid on the table, || 


Agreed to, 
Also, an adverse report on the petition of Esther 
Scolley. Laid on the table. 


Mr. DONNELL, from the same committee, || 


made adverse reports on the petitions of Joseph 
Carter and Benjamin Johnson, Laid on the table. 

Also, that the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the resolution of the House 
relative to the expediency of allowing a pension to 
Artemas Conant, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. Agreed to. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of John 
Mitcheil; a bill for the relief of Jesse Young; and 
a bill for the relief of Silas Waterman. Read and 
committed. 

Mr. HENLEY, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Patents be requested 
to communicate to this House what legislation is necessary 
to provide rooin in the Patent Office building for the arrange - 
nent of models in such a manner as to give the examiners 


such acces to them as is necessary for them in the dis- 
charge of their duties. 


Read and agreed to. 


2XECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- | 


lowing communications: 

A communication from the Secretary of State, 
transmitting, in obedience to the act of the 20th of 
Apri!, 1818, and the eleventh section of the act of 
26th of August, 1842, a report of the names and 
compensation of the several persons employed in 
the Department of State, and also in the Patent 
Office, during the last year. Laid on the table. 

A communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting, in obedience to the act of 2d April, 
1794, a report of the expenses of the national 
armories, with an account of the arms made and 
repaired therein during the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1847. Laid on the table. 

A communication from the Secretary of War, 


transmitting, in compliance with the 20th section | 


of the act of August 26, 1842, a statement of the 
expenditures from the contingent fund of that de- 
vartment during the year ending June 30, 1847. 
Paid on the table. 

A communication from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 
the House of the 22d ultimo, a report in reference 
to the commerce of the lakes and western rivers. 
Laid on the table. 

A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting, in compliance with the 
20th section of the act of the 26th of August, a 
report of the expenditure of the contingent fund of 
that department. Referred to the Committee on 
Public Expenditures. 

A report from the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings of the manner in which all appropria- 
tions for the public buildings and grounds rot 
been applied during the past year. Referred to 
the Committee on Public Buildinge and Grounds, 

A report from the Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, transmitting a report of the names 
and compensation of the several persons employed 
in his office during the past year. Laid on the 
table. 
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SENATE BILLS, 


| The following bills from the Senate were taken 


up, read a first and second time, and referred: 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Wilson. . 

| A bill concerning certain collection districts, and 
for other purposes. 

| A bill for the relief of the administrator of Elisha 


|| L. Keen, deceased. 


A bill providing for the payment of the claim of 
| Walter R. Johnson against the United States. 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled * An act 
to regulate the exercise of the appellate jurisdic- 
' tion of the Supreme Court in certain cases, and for 
other purposes. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Rhodes. 

A bill providing for the appointment of assist- 
ant pursers in the navy. 

A bill to provide for the purchase of the manu- 
| script papers of the late James Madison, former 
| President of the United States. 

A bill to provide clothing for volunteers in the 
service of the United States. 

A bill to promote the filling up of vacancies in 


ted States. 


the dry dock at the Brooklyn navy-yard. 
A resolution in favor of David Shaw and Solo- 
| mon T. Corser. 


BILLS PASSED. 
The bill to authorize the issuing of a register to 
| the barque Canton, was read a first and second 
time. 


put on its passage. 
The question was put, and the bill was read a 
third time, passed, and returned to the Senate. 








| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


The bill of the House authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to grant a register to the barque 


passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

By Mr. HOLMES, of New York: A bill to 
erect fortifications and establish a military depot 
ator near the mouth of the Genesee river, in the 
State of New York. Read twice and referred. 





Congress to the acts passed by the States laying 
tonnage duties to improve the navigation within 
the States. Read and referred. 


By Mr. BINGHAM: A bill to apply certain | 


alternate sections of the public domain to the com- 


State of Michigan. Read and referred. 


| ture of the State of South Carolina relative to the 


said State. Referred. 


| bring in a bill to extend the time for locating Vir- 
ginia military land warrants in the State of Ohio, 


_and returning surveys thereon to the General Land 
Office. 


THE PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 
On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House resolv- 
ed itself into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. J. R. 





IncersoLt., of Pennsylvania, in the chair,) and | 
| proceeded to the consideration of the annual mes- | 


| sage of the President of the United States and the 
resolutions referring the same to various appropri- 
ate committees. 


Mr. LINCOLN, who was entitled to the floor 
| from last evening, addressed the committee. With- 
| out wasting the time of the committee with any 
| preliminary remarks, he would proceed at once, 
be said, to the consideration of the subject he pro- 
| posed to discuss. 

Some of the gentlemen on the other side of the 
House, if not all of them, who had addressed the 
committee within the last few days, had, if he had 
understood them correctly, spoken somewhat com- 
plainingly of the vote which was given some week 
or ten days since in this House, by which it was 
declared that the present war with Mexico was 
‘* unnecessarily and unconstitutionally commenced 
by the President of the United States.” He 
agreed with them, if he understood them properly, 
| 80 far as to say that such a vote ought not to have 
| been given wantonly; that it was wrong, if so 
‘given; that no member ought to have given such 











\| 
| pect it would last so long as it had already done. 


the volunteer corps now in the service of the Uni- 


A bill making an additional appropriation for | 


Mr. GRINNELL moved that the bill be now | 


| Surah and Eliza, engrossed by order of the House | 
| some days since, was taken up, read a third ume, | 


By Mr. RHETT: A bill declaring the assent of | 


pletion of the Clinton and Kalamazoo canal, in the | 
Mr. SIMS presented resolutions of the Legisla- || 
establishment of a branch mint at Charleston, in | 


Mr. TAYLOR gave notice that on to-morrow, | 
or on some subsequent day, he should ask leave to || 


Jan. 12, 


la vote, unless he thought he was voting in accord. 
| ance with the truth. He was one of those who 

had voted thus, and he proposed to prese 
_ of the reasons which actuated him in so doing, 





nt some 


When this war first commenced, he did not ex. 


|| It was then his opinion, that all those who, for 
| the reason of not knowing enough, or of knowing 
|| too much, on the subject, as they understood jt 
‘| could not conscientiously approve the course of 
|| the President of the United States in relation to 
|| the commencement of the war, should, neverthe- 
|| less, as good and patriotic citizens, remain silent 
upon that question until the war should have ter. 
| 


minated. And, in accordance with that view, he 
| had, up to the time he arrived in this city, at the 
/commencement of this session, never expressed 
his opinion in relation to whether or not the war 
| was justly commenced on the part of the Presj- 
|| dent of the United States. He had tried to act 
upon that principle, believing he was doing right 
in so doing. He found that view had been taken 
I by some with whom he agreed in political senti- 
ment, and especially by Mr. Ex-President Van 
,’ 
| Buren. 
He (Mr. L.) was inclined to think he would 
\| have adhered to that view even yet, were it not 
that the President himself and some of his friends 
would not permit those to be silent who wished to 
beso upon that question. The President himself, 
as was well known, in his messages, especially in 
his late annual message to Congress, attempted to 
argue every silent vote given in favor of supplies 
for the war into an approval of his conduct in the 
commencement of it, and of his mode of prosecuting 
the war. He would not refer to particular in- 
stances in relation to this point, with the single 
exception of this: take, for instance, the declara- 
tion in the late message, in which the President 
tells us, that when he announced to Congréss that 
hostilities had commenced, Congress, by a vote ap- 
proaching very nearly to unanimity, declared the 
war to exist by the act of Mexico; only two in 
the Senate and fourteen in the House, he says, 
dissenting. Now, what he wished to refer to was 
this: that the President here attempted to prove, 
that with this small exception, the members of 
the Senate and the House of Representatives were 
for backing him in the declaration that ‘ war ex- 
ists by the act of Mexico;’’ whereas the same 
journal which told him that only fourteen members 
|, of the House of Representatives voted against this 
declaration, when forced in as a preamble to the 
|| biil and coupled with supplies—that same journal 
|| told him that sixty-seven voted against it when 
|| disconnected with the question of supplies. So 
|| that the President came forward and attempted to 
| prove, by telling what is the truth, what he could 
not prove if he told the whole truth; thus dealing 
|| unfairly with those who* had silently voted sup- 
plies, and compelling them, in justice to then- 
selves, to speak out and prevent, if possible, this 
kind of misrepresentation. 

But, in addition to this, one of his colleagues 
{Mr. Ricnarpson] came into this House witha 
resolution in its terms expressly endorsing the jus- 
tice of the President’s conduct in the beginning of 
the war. So that he found himself here, if he was 
inclined to give the President his supplies, and say 
nothing about the original justice of the war—if he 
was inclined to go with him, to look ahead and not 
back, in a position that he could not do so. He 
should feel compelled to vote on this resolution in 
the negative. And as the President and his friends 
would not allow them to do as he wanted to do, 
and as Mr. Van Buren approved, he had set him- 
self about examining what position was the right 
one on the justice of the war. He had never pe 
ticularly examined this question before. He had 
refrained from so doing for the reason he had stated. 
When this question was suddenly sprung upon 
the House the other day, on the part of his own 
political friends, declaring the war to have been 
unnecessarily and unconstitutionally commenced 
on the part of the President, he did not then desire 
to vote upon the question. He preferred to know 
something more upon the subject. But he voted 
under the impression then on his mind; which im- 
Eee was still on his mind, and which, possi- 

ly, could be removed. If it could be, and if it 
should be removed, he should take great pleasure 
|| in reversing his vote. 4 
| He would now attempt to show why it was that 
in the investigation he had made he arrived at the 


! 
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conclusion he had. It was some two or three | 


weeks ago, when, it might be remembered, he in- 
troduced resolutions of inquiry. They followed 
a short time, some three or four days, after the 
movement of his colleague, (Mr. Ricuarpson, 

and they followed in consequence of it, and woul 

not have been introduced if the gentleman’s reso- 
jution had not. He had introduced those resolu- 
tions, those interrogatories, with the view of get- 


ting at the direct question, as he understood it, of | 
the justice of the President’s conduct in the com- | 


mencement of this war. 
that he certainly understood the true question cor- 
rectly—he only acted for himself. The President, 
however, told us, in his first message, that hostili- 
ties were commenced, or blood was shed—Ameri- 
can blood was shed upon American soil. And of 
so much importance did the President deem the 
declaration that the place, the very spot where 
blood was first spilled was our own soil, that he 
followed it up, and repeated that declaration in 
almost the same language in every successive mes- 
sage, certainly in every annual message since. 


It was not for him to say | 


The President seemed to attach great importance | 


to the assumed fact that the soil was our own 
where hostilities commenced. He(Mr. L.) agreed 
with him on the importance of it, if he understood 
the President. It was his opinion that that was 
the very point on which rightfully the President 


felt, as doubtless every intelligent man felt, that 
ownership, title, was not itself a simple fact, it was 
rather a conclusion drawn from one or more single 
facts; and, feeling this, he seemed to be sensible 


was the western boundary of Louisiana, as pur- | 


| was in 1803; and the President himself told us that 
| by the treaty of 1819 we sold the land east of the 


| sion. 


| She did claim it, but notalways. The constitution 
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people to do so, during the existing war, leaving 
it expressly understood that there was no termina- 
tion of the war. Nobody supposed it was a trea- 
ty, because it was weH known, as it has many 
times been stated, that Santa Anna, being a pris- 
oner of war at the time, could not have made a 
treaty, if he had tried to do so. But he never in- 
tended to make—he never made—any such thing. 
There was no mark, no characteristic about it of 
a treaty at all. 

He next came to notice the declaration of the 
President, that Texas befare annexation, and the 
United States since annexation, had exercised ju- 
risdiction over the country between the two rivers 
—the Nueces and the Rio Grande. This testi- 
mony was good as far as it went; but, according to 
the President’s own admission, it did not go to the 
place where it was claimed to go. It possibly 
might go there, but it did not by fair implication; 
for he did not understand that exercising jurisdic- 
tion over territory between two rivers necessarily 
implied the exercise of jurisdiction over the whole 
territory between them. For instance, he himself 





item by item, for the purpose of showing that it 
was not the proof at all which was necessary to 
sustain the President in the position which he 
took. 
First, as to the declaration that the Rio Grande 


chased by France. All knew that that purchase 


Rio Grande—to the Sabine, he believed—to Spain. 
He wanted to make but a single remark upon this 
point. How the line that divided your land and 
mine still remains the dividing line after I have sold 
my land to you, was to him past all comprehen- 
And how a man, with the honest purpose 
of telling ** the truth, and nothing but the truth,” 
could have ever thought of intreducing such a 


The next point was, the declaration that the Re- 
public of Texas always claimed the Rio Grande 
as her western boundary. That was not true in 
point of fact. She did not “ always” claim. it. 


| by which she was admitted into the Union—which, || exercised jurisdiction over land between the Wa- 


| being her Mst act as a Republic, might be said to | 


bash and the Mississippi rivers; but, so far from 


_ be her “last will and testament,” * revoking all || his exercising jurisdiction over the whole of the 


| others’’-—made no such claim. 


| claimed directly the reverse ? 


|| ing but claim against claim, and there was nothing 
1! pre 


that the bare statement that we owned the soil || 


needed to be supported by the facts on which it 
rests. Accordingly, in his annual message in 


December, 1846, he came forward with a string of | 


proof on that point. He (Mr. L.) proposed to ex- 
amine that proof, and to show that it in no way 
attached to the question. First, he made an jssue 
which was a false issue. After going on to state 
certain facts, he said: 

‘But there are those who, conceding all this to be trur, 
asstne the ground that the true western boundary of Texas 
is the Nucees instead of the Rio Grande ; and that, therefore, 
in marching ourarmy to the east bank of the latter river, we 


passed the Texan line, and invaded the territory of Mexi- 
co.”? 


Now, he said, this was an issue ingeniously 
framed for the admission of improper testimony. 
If the President had desired to meet the exact point 
of issue, he would have said, the soil on which 


| 


hostilities commenced, I declare to be ours. There | 


are those who say it is not. 
Did he make any such issue? 
stead, make an issue of two affirmatives, and 


speak in one part of his message of one river, and | 
in another part of the other river, leaving all the | 
intermediate space to play upon? After stating | 


the issue as he had described, the President went 


on then with his proof. He (Mr. L.) had an- | 


alyzed and classified the various items, facts, and 


declarations, which made up the whole proof |, 


brought forward by the President of the correct- 
ness of his position. 

The first item was, that the western boundary 
of Louisiana, as we purchased it of France, was 
the Rio Grande. 

The next was, that the Republic of Texas al- 
ways claimed the Rio Grande to be her western 
boundary. Then camea class of declarations, the 
amount of which was, that she had always—upon 
paper, in her constitution, by forming her con- 
gressional districts, in laying out her counties, 
collection districts, &c.—claimed it to be her west- 
ern boundary. And then that a treaty was made 
by her with Santa Anna, in which Santa Anna 
recognized the Rio Grande as the western bound- 
ary of Texas, 

_ Next came a declaration, or a class of declara- 
tions, that jurisdiction had been by Texas, or by 
the United States since Texas was admitted into 
the Union, exercised, not upon the eastern bank 
of the Rio Grande, but between the two rivers. 

And, lastly, it was declared that the veges 
of the United States understood, at the time Texas 
was admitted into the Union, that the boundary 
of Texas extended beyond the Nueces. 

This was the whole testimony which Mr. Polk 
brought forward; and he told us it was a simple 
statement of facts, that clearly proved that in march- 
ing the army from the Nueces to the Rio Grande 
he did not invade the territory of Mexico. He 
proposed for a little while to examine this proof, 


Now for the proof. | 
Did he not, in- | 





\| 





| proved until you got behind the claims, and saw 





But suppose it | land between these two rivers, the lot which he 
were true that she had always claimed it, had not || owned was only one hundred and fifty feet deep, 


‘|| Mexico always claimed that it was not so? If |) and fifty feet wide. He knew, then, from actual 
should be justified or condemned. The President | 


Texas had always claimed that the Rio Grande 
was her western boundary, had not Mexico always 
So that it was noth- 


| experience, that it was possible [a laugh] to exercise 
jurisdiction over a piece of land between two rivers 
without owning the whole country between them. 
And when you come to examine this declaration, 
this was just the amount of it. The President did 
whieh stood upon the best foundation. And what |) not say anything more. 
he here said in reference to these claims of his;|| He now came to examine the last of the Presi- 
was equally applicable to all the President said || dent’s * proofs,’’ viz: that Congress, at the time 
about T'exas, under her republican constitution, | they admitted Texas, understood the boundary of 
having always claimed to the Rio Grande; and her | Texas to extend beyond the Nueces. He (Mr. 
laying out her congressional districts, towns, coun- || L.) understood it so. There was no dispute be- 
on weap eR - _ same cose You might | tween them, at least between the President and 
Just as well say I could get a valid title to your land || him, (Mr. L.,) as to the understanding that Texas 
by writinga deed and signing it, as to say see Foxes ainan eens the Nueces. He agreed with the 
could get the land of another by, at home, including | President that it did. But did the President say, 
within her boundary, upon paper, a certain piece | did anybody say, that it extended clear to the Rio 
of territory, when it was itself where she dare not || Grande? It might be said, it was true, that there 
* The thing was preposteroust! . || were people who undersiood a man could not cross 
Next came the declaration that Santa Anna, by | a river without going elf the way tothe next river. 
his treaty with the Republic of Texas, recognized || That was, at least, a possibility ; and he understood 
the = ae as ve ae oe of in j| at — os a sg 9 when it — the pur- 
as. Now, he would just say, if anybody wanted _ pose of the person, if there were not in this case a 
to be amused by seeing a very little thing called | little matter, called truth, that forbid saying so. 
bya _ big oor let ao a es Re- oe now gone neem oe rg ae 
gister, volume 50, page ,an ey would see || of all this testimony—all the different classifica- 
the thing that Mr. Polk called a treaty, and would || tions of it—he wished to remark, that if any man 
find it to be a most extraordinary thing, too. It}, should show that immediately surrounding the 
might be said he referred to a curious place for a | place where hostiliiies commenced there was a 
treaty. He should have thought so, too, on the || peaceable Mexican settlement; that Mexicans had 
start; but he had tolerable proof that the Presi- | inhabited there for many years; that they had 
dent a aoe saw it except — - was || never subrmitted, either by five * by ee to 
not in the State Department; it was there he got || the authority of Texas or of the United States,— 
een ot Soe aus —< —_ wae Presi- | if any o should declare that - ee —_ — 
ent. e believed, too, that during the first ten || was not ing to any one message of the President 
years of its life, it was never called a **treaty;”’ 1 of the United States that contradicted it; and he 
that until it became necessary to dignify it by the | wished the House and the country particularly to 
— 7 treaty,’’ for Sig ee en of onpe g — a ee ee upon the part of 
resident some support, it was , ay ye 
‘treaty.”’? Santa homie aentalsig ih, ahd ent des | aan a oa ‘In Coaaedl headieaten a 
sume to act as a magistrate, or as the authorized || often seen, when men were arraigned and defend- 
officer of the Republic, but only as commander-in- || ed by able counsel, the counsel striving to be- 
chief of her army. He did not recognize the in- || fog the consideration of a point, working round 
dependence of ‘Texas; he did not stipulate for the | in some way to divert attention trom a point 
termination of the war; he did not say anything, | which they knew ar dare not admit, and could 
from beginning to end, about boundary. All he || not deny; and if he had ever seen such a case, 
did say was to stipulate that the forces of Mexico | here was the evidence of just such another. [A 
should evacuate ‘Texas, passing to the other side || laugh.] ’ ; 
of the Rio Grande. And then by another article || He now wished to state briefly what he under- 
it was expressly stipulated that the Texan forces | stood to be the true rule for the purpose of deter- 
should not go within five leagues—it did not say || mining what was the boundary between Texas and 
of what; but the stipulation being made.for the | Mexico. Inthe first place, the President said that 
purpose of preventing a collision between the two | that country belonged to France; we bought it; 
armies, as a matter of course it meant five leagues | then we sold it to Spain; then Mexico revolution- 
from the Rio Grande. Now, it was most strange, || ized against Spain; and afterwards Texas revolu- 
if this thing was a treaty of boundary, that Texas || tionized against Mexico, and became the owner 
should have expressly stipulated in it that her || of—something. What, and how much, he was 
forces should not go within five leagues of it. || about to state. She did not purchase it. If she 
Who ever heard of a nation entering into a treaty || got it in any way, she got it by revolution; one 
: eos I] .© : ; 
of nomen -_ agreeing not to s — five || of the most sacred of rights—the right which he 
leagues of the boundary agreed on? The fact was, || believed was yet to emancipate the world; the 
it was nothing more or less than an article of || right of a people, if they have a government they 
agreement, and it was so called on its own face, || do not like, to rise and shake it off. In the exer- 


entered into by Santa Anna, by which to get his | cise of that right, the Texans shook off the Mex- 
liberty. He stipulated that he would not him- | _ yoke. 
e 


ut how far? Did the nation—did 
people revolutionize by lines? Certainly not 


self take up arms, nor encourage the Mexican ! 
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They revolutionized exactly to the extent that they 
took part in it. When they rose up and shook of 
the old Government, so much of the country was 
theirs. And where were the peepee that did not 
rise?) They remained with the old Government. 
It was this right of ,revolution, and it could not be 
a perfect right if it could not be exercised until 
every individual inhabitant was in favor of it. It 
would be no right. Minorives must submit to 
majorities. 

Just such was the case with the Tories in the 
American Revolution. They were obliged to sub- 
mit to the majority—the great body of the people, 
who rose and put them down by force. Now, he 
said, when the Texan people rose up and shook 
off the Mexican Government, they put down the 
minority among them who were not disposed to 
go with them and became owners of the soil them- 
selves; the country belonged to Texas. But if 
there were an isolated portion of people who 
took no part in the movement, over whom the 
revolutionary party, by force or otherwise, had 
never been able to extend their power, then that 
ople and the country they occupied were not | 
included within the boundaries of the territory 
revolutionized. No rule could be more just, more 
republican, more in conformity with natural right. 
Why, under the rule that one portion of the peo- 
ple have the right to rise and shake off their Gov- 
ernment, another portion have precisely the same 
right to remain as they were. When they rise 
up, they have a right to put down the minority. 
But if there were on the Rio Grande a portion of 
people who had never been disturbed by them—at 
me successfully—who had never consented to 
fo, itseemed to him in violation of common sense 
to claim that the people who chose to remain there, 
and who did remain there notwithstanding all the 
force that could be brought to bear upon them, be- 
longed to the revolutionary government, 

That was his understanding of this subject, 
and be believed it was the right understanding. 
He had proposed by the resolution he had offered 
to get the President of the United States to talk to 





and, after saying this, he proposes that we should 


take by act of Congress all he asked for indem- 
nity last fall, and the whole province of California 
besides: take all, according to his own statement, 


| that we are yfighting for, and still. to fighton! If 
ull 


that was really all he wanted, why did it not occur 
to him that when we had got it we should stop? 
He talked like an insane man. He did not pro- 
pose 40 give Mexico any credit at all for the coun- 
try we had already conquered; he proposed to take 
more than he asked last fall, and not give her any 
credit, but to fight on. 

In another place, we are told that we must have 
indemnity for the expenses of the war. It was 
strange that it did not occur to the President that 
it would be a little difficult to get indemnity after 


_ the expenses had transcended in amount the whole 


value of her territory. She had nothing but land, 
the President told us, and, after we have got all 
that, where is the indemnity ? 

The President says, again, that the national 
independence of Mexico is to be maintained. How 
to be maintained, after we own all her territory? 
tow are we to keep up the national independence, 
the separate existence of Mexico, afi@r we have 
taken all her territory? And lest it should be 
thought by some that he was talking in a specula- 
tive and not a practical point, he would say that 
the President proposed, as appeared from looking 
at the map, that we should take almost one-half of 
the Mexican territory; that was, the unsetiled half, 
which was certainly worth more than the settled | 
half. In the unsettled part, we could establish 
land offices, sell the lands, and introduce an Amer- 
ican population into the country. But when we 
came to take the other half, the land alread 
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be- | 


longed to individuals, and we could derive litte | 


benefit from it; for he believed it was not proposed 


to kill the Mexican population, to drive them | 


| to make them slaves. 


out, to confiscate their lands and their property, or 
How, tien, could we derive 


any benefit from the densely-settled portion? And 


if we were already entitled to the best half, how 


| much longer should we prosecute the war before 


the House on this point, which he seemed ex- || 
| question, then, was not a speculative, but a prac- | 
| tical question, pressing close upon us; and yet the 


ceedingly anxious to avoid. Other — talked 


about it: he would like to have the President 
do so; and he had framed some _interrogato- 


ries for this purpose. He (Mr. L.) now declared 
here, that if by party zeal, if by listening to rep- 
resentations which were erroneous, he had been 
induced to suppose what was not true in relation 
to this Mexican settlement east of the Rio Grande; 
if the President would come forward frankly and 
rive them facts, not arguments, remembering that 
he sits where Washington sat, and answering as 
Washington would have answered—remembering 
that a nation should not be evaded, that the Al- 
mighty would not be—and would show that he 
sent the army among a people acknowledging 
allegiance to us on the eastern bank of the Rio 
Grande,—if he would show this by facts, he (Mr. 
L,.) would be most happy to reverse his vote. He 
would go the other way—would go with him. 
But if he could not, or would not; if on any 
pretence or no pretence he refused to do it, he 
(Mr. L.) should then be fully convinced, of what 
he more than suspected, that the President was 
deeply conscious of being in the wrong in this 
matter; that he felt the blood of this war, like 
the blood of Abel, was crying from the ground 
against him; that originally he must have had 
some strong motive—what it was he would not 
now stop to inquire—for involving the two coun- 


tries in war; that, having that motive, he had trust- | 


ed to avoid the scrutiny of his own conduct by 
directing the attention of the nation, by fixing the 
public eye upon military glory—that rainbow that | 
rises in showers of blood—that serpent’s eye that 
charms but to destroy; and thus calculating, had 
plunged into this war, until disappointed as to the | 
ease by which Mexico could be subdued, he found 
himself at last he knew not where. 

Whoever carefully examined this last message, 
would find that, like one in the half insane ex- 
citement of a fevered dream, in one place the Pres- 
ident said that Mexico has nothing but land; in 
another part, he expects to support the army by | 
military contributions. And again, that the war 


is waged for the good of Mexico, to prevent for- 
eign interference; that it is for the honor of the 
nation, and particularly for segurity for the future. 
In another place, that, with the exception of ter- 
ritorial indemnity, there is no object for the war; 


} 


we should be entitled to the worst half? The 


| President seemed never to have thought of it at 


all! 
Then, again, in relation to the mode of prose- 


cuting the war, or of securing peace, the message | 
’ S = | 


|| declared that we were to prosecute it more vigor- | 


ously, until at last it dropped down in a sort of | 


j 


desponding tone, and told us that the continued 
successes of our arms may fail to secure a satisfac- 
tory peace, and perhaps we may wheedle the 


Mexican people to throw off their rulers and adopt | 


our Government. And then it concludes that we 


| may fail in this, and goes back to the old thing, 
and recommends a more vigorous prosecution of | 
the war, which it was just admitted might fail to | 


secure the end desired. : 
In all this, the President showed himself dissat- 


| isfied with the conclusions he had assumed. He | 


| 


took up one suggestion, and tried to argue us into | 


| it, but argued himself out of it; he then took up | 


| 


| 
} 








finding no place on which he could settle down. 
| Laughter. } 

Again, in relation to the termination of the war, 
the President nowhere, if he had read the message 


‘| right, intimated any opinion as to when this war 


would come toanend. Itdid not seem to have 


| occurred to him to say anything about tiat. 
| Now, if he remembered right, General Scott was 


| another, and went through the same process, and | 
| returned .to the first; showing himself dissatisfied | 
| with all, and appearing like a man ona hot shovel, | 


thrown into disfavor, if not into disgrace, by the | 


/ same Administration for intimating, when the war | 
commenced, that peace could not be conquered in | 
It was now more | 


less than four or five months. 


than twenty months before this last message was | 


written; it had been prosecuted most vigorously; 
officers and men had dene all that it was heniid 

men could do, and hundreds of things never before | 
dreamt of; and the President, who was so impa- 
tient ata veteran officer for having ceprene the 
opinion that it would take at least four or five 
months, came to Congress with a long and elabo- 
rate messege, in which he did not even express an 
imaginary conception of his own as to when it 
would terminate! How was this? Was it not 
true, as he had said before, that Mr. Polk was lost | 
—that he did not know where he was—that he did | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| not know what todo? He was not Satisfied with 
any position. He forgot to take up the points that 
arose most obviously out of what he did say. All this 
went to show that he was most completely hewi!. 
dered, and he (Mr. L.) should be most happy io 
be assured that there was not something about hig 
conscience that was more harassing than all his 
mental perplexities, 

Mr. L. having concluded— 

Mr. JAMIESON obtained the floor. 

The Committee then rose, and the House ad- 
journed. 


T eS 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 12, 1848. 


Mr. CASS presented a petition from Elizabeth 
A. Mellon, widow of the late Captain Charles Me}. 
lon, killed by the Seminole Indians in 1837. The 
petitioner tells Congress that * the trifling pittance 
of five years’ pension is but a poor remuneration for 
the loss to his family in a pecuniary point of view, 
to say nothing of the fireside and domestic circle 
made desolate by the bereavement,”’ and earnestly 
asks Congress to take immediate and efficient steps 
in the premises; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. YULEE presented a petition from citizens 
of Florida, asking the removal of the land office in 
the Alachua district from Newnansville to Flem- 
ington; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Also, additional documents in the case of Isaac 
Varnes; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


Mr. HALE presented the following petitions; 

From Mary Wellington and 23 others, earnest- 
ly praying Congress to take the necessary steps for 
securing an immediate and permanent peace with 
Mexico, by withdrawing the troops from her ter- 
ritory, restoring to her possession the provinces 
which we now occupy, and offering the amplest 
atonement in our power for all the wrongs which 
may have been inflicted. 

Also, from Catharine C. Tenny and 140 other 
ladies of Kennebunk, in Maine, praying in the 
name of our country, whose resources are dimin- 
ished, whose internal harmony is disturbed, and 
whose sons are perishing; in the name of bereaved 
mothers, wives, and daughters; in the name of our 
sex, exposed to insult and outrage; in the name of 
our common humanity, which is degraded and 
brutalized by war; and in the name of the religion 
of Jesus Christ; to put an end to the present ag- 
gressive war, by withdrawing the troops and ap- 
pointing commissioners of peace. 

Also, from Jeremiah Phillips and 149 other in- 
habitants of Ohio, asking a speedy termination of 
the war. 

Also, from Thomas C. Reick and 106 citizens 
of Indiana, asking the immediate withdrawal of 
our troops from Mexico. 

Also, from Seth Henshaw and 106 other citizens 
of Indiana, asking that Congress would refuse any 
further supplies for the prosecution of the war. 

Also, from 318 ladies in Leominster, Massachu- 
setts, asking a speedy termination of the war with 
Mexico. 

Also, a memorial, thirty-six yards in length, 
signed by 2,931 ministers and laymen of the Uni- 
tarian church, asking the withdrawal of our 
troops, making atonement to Mexico for wrongs 
inflicted, and for the appointment of commissioners 
to make a speedy and permanent peace. The 
memorial says: 

*<Solemnly impressed with the conviction that the ex- 
isting war between the United States and Mexico is in 
violation of the will of God, who has made of one blood all 
nations; of the Christian religion, whieh commands for- 
bearance, forgiveness, mercy, and love, alike between States 
and persons ; ont the spirit of humanity, which seeks to 
unite mankind ih universal brotherhood; and, therefore, 
deliberately condemning it and uttering our protest against 
its continuance, we, the undersigned, ministers and laymen 
of the Unitarian denomination, do, as Christians, earnestly 
pray Congress and the Executive to take necessary steps for 
securing an immediate and permanent peace with Mexico, 
by withdrawing the troops of this nation from her territory, 
restoring to her possession the provinces which we now 
occupy, offering the amplest atonement in our power for the 
wrongs which may have been inflicted by us, and appoint- 


ing commissioners empowered to adjust questions in dispute 
betweed the two sister Republics.” 


Mr. HALE, in presenting the last petition, asked 
leave to say asingle word. He had been requested 
by the signers of the memorial to make an expla- 
nation, in order to obviate any impression that it 
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was of a sectarian character, It was true that it || relations upon this continent, by the annexation of such 
was the result of a meeting of the ministers and he lanai al : 2 
laymen of the Unitarian church, but it had been v2 justly obtained; and that neither in such acquisition nor 
their desire to obtain the coéperation of other re- | 
ligious sects, and they regretted that time had not | established, inconsistent w ith the right of the people thereof 
allowed the gratification of this desire. They had to form a tree sovereign State, with the powers aad privi- 
consequently been obliged to confine the memorial a 
to members of their own denomination. As he for territories belonging to the United States, the principles 
had so recently received the indulgence of the Sen- || Of self-government upon which our federative system rests 
ate while expressing his views on the subject, he Will be best promoted, the true spirit and meaning of the 
would not say a word more, except to express his 
sincere gratification at being selected to present this 
petition. No mark of confidence which had ever 
peen conferred on him had given him a prouder 
satisfaction, whether he looked to the respectability 
of the petitioners or the sentiments expressed in 


the petiuion. 


The whole of these petitions were then referred 


to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported the joint resolution to create a 
board to ascertain and determine the amount of | 
each of the claims of the citizens of the United 
States against Mexico, with amendments contain- 
ing a proviso that nothing contained in said reso- 
lution shall be so understood as making the United 
States answerable for the payment of such claims 
or any of them; provided, further, that said board 
shall not continue in session more than one year 
from the day which may be fixed by the President 


for its first sitting. 


Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Jacques Moulon; which 


was read a first time. 


Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of Richard 


Bloss and others. 


Also, from the same committee, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 


petition of the heirs of Abner L. Duncan. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported the following bills, 


which were read a first time: 


A bill for the relief of Ferdinand Fellany; 
A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Pistole, widow 


of Charles Pistole; 


A bill for the relief of Peter Engels, senior. 
Mr. J., from the same committee, reported ad- 


versely on the petition of Geo. Petty. 


Also, from the same committee, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the me- 
morial of Mary D. Wade, and that it be referred 


to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of George Lee and 
other members of the bar of the western district of 


Virginia. 


Also, from the same committee, reported a bill 

to change the time for holding the district courts 
, « : . ° ~ ° 

of the United States in the western district of Vir- 


ginia, with amendment. 


Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported the following bills, which were 


read a first time: 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 


of Captain Jesse D. Elliot; 


A bill for the relief of the forward officers of the 


late Exploring Expedition; 


A bill directing the Secretary of the Navy to 
purchase from Doctor J. P. Espy his patent right 
for the conical ventilator, for the use of the United 


States. 


Mr. Y., from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Jesse 


Turner; which was read a first’time. 


Also, from the same committee, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 


tion of Commander Wm. M. Glendy.° 


_Mr. CAMERON moved to postpone the pre- 
vious orders, with a view to take up the bill for 
the relief of William B. Slaughter, late Secretar 
whic 
motion having been agreed to, the bill was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole, read a third 


of State of the Territory of Michigan; 


time by unanimous consent, and passed. 
ACQUISITION OF TERRITORY. 


The following resolutions, submitted by Mr. 


ICKINSON On the 14th ultimo, came up: 


Resolved, That true policy requires the Government of 
the United States to strengthen its political and commercial 
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| e . a ° . 
though the Articles of Confederation which gave 























































}} COnUgUuOUS territory as may « onduce to that end, and can place to this instrument, provided for the admis- AT 
in the territorial organization thercof ean any conditions be | Sion Of Canada to the Union, and the comprehen- EY 
constitutionally imposed, or institutions be provided for or | sive terms employed to explain the objects of the as 

Constitution, show that no narrow territorial <a 
leges of the original members of the Confederacy boundaries were contemplated, at - apparent that =i ; 
Resolvel, That, in organizing a territorial government | few statesmen at that early period foresaw the i} 

early growth we were destined to attain. The =f 
wisest and ablest of the time timidly negotiated <a% 
Constitution be observed, and the Confederacy strength- , for years, at the close of the last century, for the AS 
ened, by leaving all questions concerning the domestic policy right of navigating the Mississippi, and proposed a 
|| therein to the Legi-latures chosen by the people thereof. to fix upon that river as the western boundary of img 
Mr. DICKINSON said: the United States forever. . : a 
_ We are admonished by the exigencies of the And in negotiating for the territory of Louisiana, ig 
times and the prevailing sentiment of the American | our Government sought to procure only a portion, $e 
people, to strengthen our political and commercial | and the greatest share was virtually taken upon 14 
relations upon this continent by the annexation of | compulsion. The policy which from one acquisi- “a 
such contiguous territory as can be justly obtained, | tion has already given to this Union four sover- ; 
as well forthe positive benefits the acquisition may | eign States, and holds others in reserve, was at the ¢ 
confer, as to shut out forever, as far as practicable, time assailed with a virulence and denunciation, 
the pernicious influences, and impertinent inter- | and threats of disunion, which may be profitably 
meddlings of European monarchy. And while the | consulted rather than copied by those who are 
circumstances under which this policy may pro- | alarmed by, or propose to repeat, the cry of territo- 
perly be enforced, are too varied and contingent to | rial aggrandizement. 
be enumerated or suggested, the state of our rela- Louisiana, too, was a Spanish province, con- 


tions, both foreign and domestic, demand that it be | tained a foreign population, strangers to our form 
fully declared before the world. We have been | of governnient, Lt was transferred with its peo- 
compelled by misguided Mexico to resort to the || ple from Spain to France, and from France to the 
ullima ratio of nations for an adjustment of griev- United States, within a few hours; and yet, what 
ances. With her capital, her ports, her fortifications || State has been more faithful tothe Union, or more 
and principal towns in our possession, she spurns all | ably represented ? 

proposals for accommodation, and we have no al- | Territory beyond the Mississippi was then re- 
ternative left, consistent with national spirit or self- || garded as almost without the pale of probable civ- 
respect, but to retain of the possessions allotted us || ilization, and the expedition of Lewis and Clark 
by the tribunal of her own selection, ample indem- | to the mouth of the Columbia, where the mail of 
nity for the wrongs she has heaped upon our Gov- || the United States is now regularly distributed, was 
ernmentand people. But should she in some sane || hailed as an epoch in the history of North Ameri- 
moment consent to negotiate, she can furnish in- || can enterprise and daring. 

demnity only in territory, and this Government can But the tide of emigration and the course of em- 
accept of no terms but such as give full compensa- || pire have since been westward. Cities and towns 
tion; so that whether we have peace or war, treaty || Lei sprung up upon the shores of the Pacific, ond 
or no treaty, the question of territorial acquisition || the river we essayed to fix as our western, now 
cannot be avoided. Had we remained at peace | passes nearest to our eastern boundary. From 
with Mexico; the same policy of ened would || three, our population has increased to twenty mil- 
soorer or later have been presented; and should a | lions—from thirteen, to twenty-nine States, with i 
treaty of peace be negotiated, and a full indemnity || others in the process of formation and on their way 
be paid in money, of which there is no prospect, || to the Union. ‘Two great European Powers have 
the question of extending our possessions could | withdrawn from the continent, yielding us their 
not long be postponed. Although clearly demand- || possessions; and from the northern lakes to the 
ed by national interests and almost universally Gulf of Mexico, from the St. Lawrence to the 
favored by the American people, this policy has | Mississippi, numerous aboriginal nations have 
been embarrassed by an element of irritation calcu- || been dieptaced before the resistless tide of our pre- 
lated to arrest, if not defeat it altogether. Some | vailing arts, arms, and free principles; and who- 
who profess to favor it, do so only upon condition || ever will look back upon the past, and forward 
that domestic slavery shall be prohibited by Con- || upon the future, must see, that, allured by the jus- 


gress in any acquired territory; others, with || tice of our institutions, before the close of the Be 
marked determination, oppose any increase with || present century, this continent will teem with a free ee 
such restrictions; and both these classes propose to population of upwards of a hundred million souls. oy 


cooperate with the opponents of acquisition unless | Nor have we yet fulfilled the destiny allotted 
ws ee wi, seer + 9 = oo territory is spread out a = to — 
elieving that a polic |, and fertilize; new races are presented for us to civ- 
should not thus be defeated or put at hazard; that || jlize, educate and absorb; new tiiumphs for us to 
the legislation of Congress can have little influence || achieve for the cause of freedom. : 
over the domestic regulation of territory; that its |) North America presents to the eye one great geo- bs 
temporary government is a matter of secondary || graphical system, every portion of which, under ie 
importance compared with the policy of acquisi- || the present facilities for communication, may be * 
i ae ra ree ps deme at ress 8 - San | made ae Sees pt tm f a oon ves the 
intrusted to those mos ; |, original States to each other at the time they form- 
institutions they may establish, I have introduced |! ed the Confederacy; it is soon to become the com- 
these resolutions. ‘They were presented may the || mercial centre of the world. And the period is 
Senate might form and pronounce its judgment || by no means remote, when man, regarding his 
before the country, upon the two great questions || own wants and impulses, and yielding to the in- 
embraced therein, which engage so large a share | fluences of laws more potent than those which 
of the public consideration. ‘They do not, as is || prescribe artificial boundaries, will ordain that it 
supposed by some, bring here, with it profitless | shall be united in political as well as natural bonds, 
discussions and exciting consequences, the vexed i and form but one political system, and that a free, 
question of slavery, for it was here oe Ne || confederated, self-governed republic, represented 
but they propose to transfer it hence, and-leave | in a common hall in the great valley of the west— 
under the Constitution all questions concerning | exhibiting to an admiring world the mighty results 
the erection or prohibition of this institution in the || which have been achieved for freedom in the west- 
territories, to the inhabitants\thereof; that itsintru- | ern hemisphere. Then will a more perfect Union 
sion may not hereafter arrest the policy, defeat || be formed, and justice be established upon endur- 
the measures, or disturb the councils of the nation. | ing foundations—the domestic tranquillity ensured, 
ae were offered in _ hope ~— = —— See panes 2 provided for, t le general 
in t 7 great ie Se aaron : , and the blessings of liberty se- 
capacity of man for wn | t, lle posterity. 
harnionize conflicting seeeevees ae ore upon | Our form of government is admirably adapted 
this common ground of justice and equality. | to. extended empire. Founded in the virtue and a 
The people of the original States declared that | intelligence of the people, and deriving its just @ 
to form a more perfect union, establish justice, en- } powers from the consent of the governed, its in- = 
sure domestic tranquillity, provide for thecommon || fluences are as powerful for good at the remotest 
defence, promote the general welfare, and secure | limits as at the political centre. 
the blessings of liberty to themselves and their | Weare unlike all communities which have gone 
posterity, they established the Constitution. Al- || before us, and illustrations drawn from comparing 
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us with them, are unjust and erroneous. The so- 
cial order which characterizes our system is as 
unlike the military republics of other times, as 1s 
the religion of the Saviour of men to the imposi- 
tions of Mahomet. Our system wins by its jus- 
tice, while theirs sought to terrify by its power, 
Our territorial boundary may span the continent, | 
our population be quadrupled, and the number of | 
our States be doubled, without inconvenience or 
danger. Every member of the Confederacy would | 
still sustain itself, and contribute its influences for | 
the general good; every pillar would stand erect, 
and impart strength apd beauty to the edifice. In 
matters of national legislation, a numerouspopu- 
lation, extended territory, and diversified interests, 
would tend to reform abuses which would other- 
wise remain unredressed, to preserve the rights of 
the States, and to bring back the course of legis- 
lation from the centralism to which it is hasten- | 
ing. One-half the legislation now brought before 
Congress would be left undone, as it should be; a | 
large portion of the residue would be presented to | 
the consideration of State Legislatures; and Con- 
gress would ve enabled to dispose of all matters | 
within the scope of its legitimate functions with- | 
out inconvenience or delay. 

‘The present political relations of this continent | 
cannot long continue, and it becomes this nation to 
be prepared for the change which awaits it. If 
the subjects of the British Crown shall consent to 
be ruled through all time by a distant cabinet, | 
Mexico cannot long exist under the misrule of 
marauders and their pronunciamentos; and this 
was as clearly apparent before as since the exist- 
ence of the war. If, then, just acquisition is the 
true policy of this Government, as it clearly is, it 
should be pursued by a steady and unyielding pur- | 
pose, and characterized by the sternest principles | 
of national justice. It should not rashly anticipate | 
the great results which are in progress, or thrust | 
aside the fruits when they are produced and pre- | 
sented. The national existence of Mexico is in | 
her own keeping, but is more endangered at this | 
time by herown imbecility and stubbornness—her | 
national ignorance and brutality—than from the | 
war we are prosecuting and all its consequences, | 
She has been hastening to ruin for years upon the | 


flood-tide of profligacy and corruption; and if she | 
is now rescued, and her downfall arrested and 
postponed for a season, it may justly be attributed 
to the salutary influences of the chastisement she | 


has received. But a majority of ber people belong | 
to the fated aboriginal races, who can neither up- | 
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ton to the British Cabinet. ‘The policy of extend- 


| ing our jurisdiction over any portion of Mexican 


territory, is a question between Europe and Amer- 
iea—between monarchy and freedom—and not 


| between the United States and the Republic of 


hold government or be restrained by it; who flour- || 


ish only amid the haunts of savage indolence, and 

perish under, if they do not recede before, the 

influences of civilization. Like their doomed breth- 

ren, who were once spread over the several States | 
of the Union, they are destined, by laws above 

human agency, to give way to a stronger race 

from this continent or another. What has been 

the national progress of Mexico? When our pop- 

ulation was three millions, hers was five; and | 
when ours is twenty, hers is eight; and while we | 
have attained the highest rank among the nations 

of the earth, she has fallen so low that there is little 

left to wound her feclings or degrade her character. | 
She has existed as an independent government, if | 
her fretful and confused being may be thus digni- | 
fied, almost a quarter of a century, and has changed | 
her government by military revolution, during that 
period, as many times as she has existed years. 
She has an extended and somewhat populous 
territory, without an authorized government or 
the means-of instituting one, or the virtue or intel- 
hgence to uphold it. The rights of her people are | 
ill defined and worse protected. She has now | 
neither army or navy, or means of national defence 
—no treasury or system of revenue. She has na- 
tional antipathies and resentments, but neither 
national spirit nor national virtue; and has thus 
far dragged out her wretched existence, like the 
eagle of mythology chained to the rock, gnawing 
at her own vitals. Her valuable mines, rich agri- 
cultural regions, and Pacific harbors, present a 
tempting occasion for European rapacity to revive 
upon this continent their execrable proposal to 
regulate the balance of power, in furtherance of | 
which, England has already commenced seizing 

upon South American possessions. 








ing herdeluded people the prey of the ferocious || 
spirits who have hastened her dgwnfall, we may || due the conqueror before the commencement of the 


expect to see some supernumerary of the House || war. 


Mexico; and we should not hesitate to extend our 
protection to such provinces as are held by us in 
undisturbed possession now, and patiently await 
the development of the future. Should the pro- 
gress of events, without injustice on our part, open 
to the enterprise of our citizens the rich mining 
and agricultural districts of that country, and in- 


| fuse among this semi-barbarous people the bless- 


ings of civilization; should the valuable trade 


| which has been monopolized by England be en- || 
| joyed by the States, and our mint coin the money 


of the world; and should a passage across the 
Isthmus be obtained, placing the mouth of the 
Columbia within two weeks sail of New Orleans, 
and valuable Pacific harbors permanently secured, 
so indispensable to the protection of our vast trade 
in that sea, and our settlements upon that coast, 
there would be no occasion for lamentation or 
alarm. The day is not far distant when all this 
and much more will be realized, through a process 
as fixed and unyielding as the laws of gravitation. 
And whenever the period which determines whether 


entire Mexico shall come within the jurisdiction | 
of the United States, or become a colonial depend- || 


ant upon European power, the duty of this Govern- 


| ment will admit of neither doubt or hesitation. 
But we have the question of territorial extension | 


directly presented for our consideration. ‘The Pres- 


| ident, in his annual message, recommends that the 
| provinces of New Mexico and California, now 


quietly held by us, be permanently retained as in- 
demnity, and subjected to the civil jurisdiction of 
the United States. Upon this just recommenda- 
tion of the Executive we shail soon be called to 
act; and while the great mass of the American 


people will approve the suggestion, some will crave | 
our sympathies while they mourn over what they | 
pleased to term the ** dismemberment of Mex- | 

Let those who may, indulge this misplaced | 


are 
ico. 
and sickly sentiment. Such of the Mexican people 


as may have the good fortune to fall within our | 


jurisdiction, should it be the entire population, will 
be ebjects of envy rather than of commisseration, 


and may regard it as a special interposition of | 


Providential favor. ‘They will find a repose which 


they have never experienced, and a protection for | 
life, liberty, and property, to which they are | 


strangers. ‘They would exchange a lawless and 
irresponsible despotism for a government of opin- 


ion; wild and debasing habits for rational civiliza- | 


tion; the precarious subsistence of savage life for 


the wholesome rewards of productive industry; | 


the devastations of war for the arts of peace. Our 
Government would rear in their midst the genial 


| influences of equality, and secure to the hand of 
| industry the bread of its earning. 
| their condition in the scale of moral and social 


It would elevate 


being, and infuse amongst them the vigilance and 
manly spirit which actuates our people. It would 
leave them with all just relations to each other, 
enjoying the religion they venerate, and the altars 
where they are wont to worship. To them, the 


consequences of a ‘dismemberment”’ would be || 


such as were experienced by the inhabitants of 


Louisiana and Florida, when France and Spain | 


were respectively ‘* dismembered”’ of these fertile 
territories, 


But America ‘dismembered’? monarchy, that 
the blessings of civil liberty might be extended 
upon the continent. 
Government is not ** dismemberment,” our troops 
cannot be withdrawn without fatal consequences, 
and deep and lasting dishonor; and if Mexico per- 
sists in her course of bind injustice, the results are 


easily anticipated. The war with Mexico is not | 
Conquests were not its ob- | 
jects; and yet, they may be amongst its fortunate | 


a war of conquest. 


incidents. A nation engaged in war may, by the 
law of nations, rightfully conquer all the territor 
it can subdue, and hold itas itsown. So muc 
are conquests deemed the property of the con- 
queror, that when a treaty of peace is made, the 


| territory conquered is deemed the property of the 
And should our army now be withdrawn, leav- || 


conqueror, unless the treaty stipulates for the sur- 
render; nor does this conquest extinguish a debt 


The conquests we have gained in Mexico 


Russia “ dismemberad”’ Poland, that || 
the order of despotism might reign at Warsaw. || 


While the object of the | 
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of Bourbon placed at their head to play automa- || are ours, without yielding to her any equivalen 


| We have won the sovereignty over them oncent ay 
| fairly, and legally, by the law of nations; and j;, 
| treating with her, she is entitled to just what we 
/may think proper to give her for relinquishing her 
| right to re-conquer them, and it is worth just what 
good judgment may dictate. And whenever sh» 
i proposes to treat upon this principle, we are mor- 
| ally bound to treat with her. We cannot virty- 
ously continue the war for the mere purpose of 
| making further conquests; but we can virtuously 
|| continue it to the subjection of the whole of Mex- 
| ico, if she will not make peace with us upon just 
| and honorable terms, or, if we choose, upon such 
‘| terms as shall have due reference to the territory 
we have acquired by conquest. The question of 
| boundary was a fair subject of negotiation. We 

proposed negotiation, which she refused. She 
|| proffered war, which we accepted, and she has no 
‘| right to complain of the result of the issue she 
| herself tendered us, and we have a right to enjoy 
|| what the chances of war have thrown into our 
‘| hands. The disparity of force has been in her 
‘| favor. What we could have brought into the field 
| has had no influence in producing results. The 

strength was immeasurably on her side, when, 
/upon her own soil, her population, or even her 
forces in the field, are compared with our invading 
army. Under like circumstances, when we were 
only three millions strong, we contended success- 
| fully against the power of Great Britain; and Spain 
| contended in like manner against the forces of Na- 
poleon. 

Neither national justice nor national morality 
| requires us tamely to surrender our Mexican con- 
| quests; nor should such be the policy of the Goy- 

ernment, if it would advance the cause of national 
freedom, or secure its enjoyment to the people of 
Mexico. But, whatever may be the policy touch- 
ing Mexican conquests, we cannot, if we would, 
| restore New Mexico and California to that Gov- 
ernment, for the reason that they will not be re- 
stored. ‘The laws which control the policy of ter- 
ritorial acquisition are beyond the control of legis- 
lation. Fountains of tears may be shed over the 
| dismemberment of Mexico; supplies to our gal- 
/lant army may be refused, and it may be called 
back from its field of glory, or compelled to re- 
treat therefrom to a ‘** defensive line,’’ or be dis- 
banded and dismissed; and the people holding 
these provinces will not consent to go where there 
is only anarchy, violence, and oppression. Give 
back those provinces! As well return to Great 
Britain what was once her colonial possessions; 
give back Louisiana to France, Florida to Spain, 
Texas to Mexico. 

Neither the solemnities of legislative enactments 
nor the sanctions of the treaty-making power can 
compel them to return; and if itis attempted by 
strength of arms, it will require a greater force 
than has yet been engaged in the Mexican war. 
These provinces are ours by every principle of 
justice and of international law. They have been 
|| purchased upon the battle-fields of Mexico by a 
aes which finds no parallel in the history of 
|, mankind. The consideration has been too dearly 
'| paid, and our title-deeds are written in the best 

lood of our sons. Let, then, the laws of human- 
ity and peace be extended over them, and they 
dadlephed festive to the cause of freedom. 

The principle declared by the last clause of the 
first resolution, that no conditions can be constitu- 
tionally imposed upon any territorial acquisition, 
inconsistent with the right of the people thereof 
to form a free, sovereign State, with the powers 
| and privileges of the members of the Confelstecy 
I deem too obvious for serious argument. Whiat- 
|| ever laws Congress may constitutionally enact for 
| the regulation of the territories of the United States, 
are subject to be altered or repealed at pleasure. 
|| The ancient Medes and Persians declared their 
edicts unalterable; but no such power is vested in 
| the American Congress} and those who propose to 
| have it enact ‘* unalterable and fundamental” !aws, 
employ terms which, if they have duly consider- 
ed, they do not comprehend. Every State admit- 
‘| ted to the Union, from the moment of its admis- 
| sion, enjoys all the rights of sovereignty common 
| to every other member of the Confederacy. ‘The 
'| State constitution carries along with it its own defi- 
'| nitions of sovereignty, and if any State is prohibit- 
_ ed from all the rights of every other, then it is not 
‘| a sovereign State, If it is admitted with a consti- 
| tution authorizing domestic slavery, it may 


4 ' 


1] 
1] 


1] 
1} 
| 








Ss 


5 a os 


- 





1848. HE C 


its constitution so as to prohibit it at its pleasure. || and withheld from others standing in the same 
If its constitution at the time of its admission pro- || geographical relation to the States, and such forms 
hibits slavery, it may change so as to authorize it, || of organization as have been proposed by Con- 
and this, too, regardless of any legislation upon the | gress have met with general acquiescence. But 
subject by Congress or otherwise, before its ad- || this has neither given the right to Congress nor 
mission to the Union. In other words, every State, || taken it from. the people of the territory. The 
after its admission, may, In virtue of its own sov- || Missouri compromise cannot be regarded as an 
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ereign power, establish or abolish this institution, 
whatever may have been the conditions imposed, 
or attempted to be imposed,-upon it during its ter- 
ritorial existence. 

The second resolution declares that the principle 
of self-government upon which the federative sys- 
tem rests will be best promoted, the true spirit and 
meaning of the Constitution be observed, and the 
Confederacy strengthened, by leaving all questions 
concerning the domestic regulation of territory to 
the legislatures chosen by the people thereof. 

it must be conceded by all, that Congress has 
no inherent power over this subject, and no more 
right to legislate concerning it than the British Par- 
liament, unless such authority is delegated by the 
Constitution. The only clause of the Constitution 
which is supposed to confer upon Congress the 
right to legislate for the people of territory, is as 
follows : 

“The Congress shall have power to dispose of, and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory or 
other property belonging to the United States,’”’ &c. 

In providing legislation for the District of Co- 
lumbia, and for places occapied by the Govern- 
mentof the United State’ for fortifications and other 
erections required by the public service, the Con- 
stitution thus confers the power upon Congress: 

«“ To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatever, 
in such district (not execeding ten miles square) as may by 
cession of particular States, and the acceptance of Con- 
gress, become the seat of the Government of the United 
States, and to exercise like authority over all places pur- 
chased by the consent of the Legislature of the State in 


which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, magazines, © 
arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful buildings ” 


3y the clause of the Constitution first above 
cited, it is evident that territory is mentioned in its 
material, and not in its political sense, for it is 
classed with * other property,’’ and Congress is 
authorized to dispose of and make all needful rules 
and regulations respecting both. In the other sec- | 
tion they are separated, and Congress is authorized | 
to legislate over all places occupied for public 
structures, but no such authority is vail to | 
territory. The language of the Constitution is that 
of great precision—free from repetition—and every 
word was well weighed in its positive and relative 
sense. And if its framers had supposed the phrase | 
“needful rules and regulations” Satlieniond legis- | 
lation over places belonging to the United States, 
and used for public service, they wou!d scarcely 
have authorized legislation over such places in ex- | 
press language in another section. Again, in pro- | 
viding legislation for the District of Columbia, 
Congress 1s authorized to ‘‘exercise exclusive legis- | 
lation’? over it. Now, if the words ‘ needful 
rules ard regulations’? were deemed proper and | 
apt language to confer legislative authority over | 
the internal affairs of a territory, why were they || 
not employed to authorize legislation over the Dis- 
triet?, And to reverse the order of the inquiry, if | 
it was intended to confer upon Congress the power 
to legislate over territory, why was it not given in 
the same express terms as in authorizing legisla- | 
tion forthe District? From this view, there is little | 
doubt that a strict construction would deny to Con- | 
gress the right to legislate for the domestic affairs | 
of the peeple of territory without their consent. 

Congress has, however, upon various occasions, 
exercised legislative power over the subject, espe- 
cially in incorporating into the law organizing ter- || 


ritories the provisions of the ordinance of' 1787; | 
and this has been acquiesced in by the people of | 
the territory. This ordinance was framed under 
the old Confederacy, for the government of the 
Northwestern Territory, and the sixth article for- 
bade slavery or involuntary servitude therein. Its |, 
validity has often been questioned, and its passage || 
was pronounced by Mr. Madison to be ‘ without |) 
the least color of constitutional law.’? But whether || 
authorized or not, having been passed before the |) 
adoption of the Constitution, the act has no au- || 
thority as a precedent for like practice under it. i 
In erecting territorial governments since the adop- } 
“on of the Constitution, the action of Congress has | 


ordinary act of legislation, upon the majority prin- 
ciple. It was rather in the nature of a compact, 
not adopted as such to be sure, but assented to or 
acquiesced in by all the States through their rep- 
resentatives in Congress or otherwise. Whether 
it has force in the Territories or not, depends upon 
the construction of the Constitution already dis- 
cussed; but it has no binding force upon a State 
| beyond that of moral obligation. In the annexa- 
tion of Texas, the Missouri compromise line was 
extended by a majority vote; but it was disregard- 
ed by that State in her domestic organization, nor 
has any department of the General Government or 
any other power, save her own people, any con- 
trol over it. This furnishes a practical illustration 
of the value of “ unalterable”? provisions by Con- 
gress in the organization of territory. It is not 
denied that if the people of the territory acquiesce 
_ in, or adopt the form of domestic government pro- 


posed for them by Congress, it becomes their own, 
having all the force of law until they ‘alter or 


_ abolish it.’’ But this gives to Congress no consti- 


tutional right to enforce its legislation upon the 


| people of the Territories against their will, and 


much less does it prohibit the people of the State 
in embryo, from exercising their own inherent 


| right of pba nd in their domestic affairs. 


The resolution declares that the domestic policy 
of the people of a Territory should be left with 


| them; and if that power resides in Congress, as is 


contended, it should be delegated to the people of 
the Territory, and be exercised by them. 


‘| From the Declaration of Independence to the | 
| adoption of the Constitution, every act of those 
| who erected our system of goverment indicates a 
| prevailing confidence in the capacity and integrity 


of the people, and a lively distrust of delegated 
power; and if we permit ourselves to depart from 
the letter of the Constitution in search of its true 
spirit and meaning, we should keep steadily in 
view this great popular and controlling feature. 
But it is not my purpose to discuss further the ab- 
stract right of Congress to legislate upon this 


| subject. 


Whatever power may or may not rest in Con- 


| gress under the Constitution, that instrament could 


not take from the people of territories the right to 
prescribe their own domestic policy; nor has it at- 


| tempted any such office. The principles declared 


by this resolution are older and stronger than writ- 
ten laws and paper constitutions—principles which 


lie at the foundation of free institutions, and from | 


which laws and constitutions emanate—inculcating 
the doctrine that the inherent, original power of 
self-government was derived by man from the Sov- 
ereign of the universe; and that government is the 
creature of man, and not man the creature of gov- 
ernment. 

The republican theory teaches that sovereignt 
resides with the people of a State, and not wit 
its political organization; and the Declaration of 


| Independence recognizes the right of the people to | 


alter or abolish and re-construct their government. 


| If sover«'gnty resides with the people and not with | 
the organization, it rests as well with the people || 


of a Territory, in all that concerns their internal 


condition, as with the people of an organized | 


State. And if it is the right of the people, by vir- 


|| tue of their innate sovereignty, to ‘alter or abol- 
| ish,’’ and re-construct their government, it is the | 
right of the inhabitants of Territories, by virtue of 


the same inborn attribute, in all that appertains to 
their domestic concerns, to fashion one suited to 
their condition. And if, in this caper, a form of 
government is proposed to them by the Federal 


Government, and adopted or acquiesced in by 
them, they may afterwards alter or abolish it at 


leasure. Although the government of a Territory 


as not the same sovereign power as the govern- | 


ment of a State in its political relations, the people 
of a Territory have, in all that appertains to their 
internal condition, the same Bovereign rights as the 


ople of a State. While Congress may exercise || 


itslegislation over territory so far as is necessary 


159 


The mental and physical organization of man 
teaches that he is better fitted for self-government 
than for the government of his neighbor; and if 
he is incapable of discharging this duty to himself, 
he should not be intrusted with the destiny of 
others, 

That system of governmert—whether tempora- 
ry or permanent, whether applied to States, prov- 
inces, or territories—is radically wrong, and hos 
within itself all the elements of monarchica! op- 
pression, which permits the representatives of one 
community to legislate for the domestic regulation 
of another to which they are not responsible; 

' which practically allows New York and Massa- 
chusetts, and other Atlantic States, to give local 
laws to the people of Oregon, Minesota, and Ne- 
braska, to whom and whose interests, wishes, and 
condition, they are strangers. 

Nor is this objection raised here for the first 
time. Prominent in the catalogue of grievances 
alleged by our fathers against the British king and 
his ministers, was one *‘ for suspending our own 
legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with 
power to legislate for us.”’ 

Whenever or wherever a community of indi- 
viduals have been subjected to the dominion of 
some external authority, it has been upon the plea 
of necessity—the same plea by which tyrants and 
usurpers have justified their enormities from the 
foundation of the world. 

The genius of the federative system is self-gov- 
| ernment. Itis the foundation upon which the ark 
of our political safety rests. Our fathers proclaimed, 
that to secure the inalienable rights vouchsafed to 
man, governments were instituted, deriving their 
| just power from the consent of the governed; that 
| whenever any form of government becomes de- 
structive of these ends, it is the right of the people 
to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new gov- 

ernment, laying its foundation on such principles, 

and organizing its powers in such form, as to them 
| shall seem most likely to effect their safety and 
happiness. 

All experience has indicated man’s capacity for 


the exercise of this exalted attribute, and wherever 


civilized and intelligent men have been cast together 
without the benefit of conventional forms of gov- 
ernment, they have proceeded to enact them, 
They who planted the germ of a powerful empire 
upon the Pilgrim’s rock before landing from the 
Mayflower, drew up and signed the following 
model charier of liberty: 


“ Having undertaken for the glory of God, ani’ the advar ¢ - 

| ment of the Christain faith, and the honor and being of our 
country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the northern 
part of Virginia, we do by these presents, solemnly and mu- 
tuatly, in the presence of God, and of one another, covenant 
and combine ourselves together into a civil body politic, tor 

| our better ordering, and preservation, and furtherance of the 
ends aforesaid. And by virtue hereof, do enact, constitute, 
and frame such just and equal Jaws, ordinances, acts, consti- 

| tutions, and officers from time to time as shall be thoug!t 
| most meet and convenient for the general good of the colo- 
ny; unto which we promise ali due submission and obedi- 


ence.’ 
| And the inhabitants of Oregon, three thousand 

miles distant, in the absence of that guardian care 
| which Congress has been wont to extend to other 
| territories nearer the political centre, established 

and have in successful operation a provisional gov- 
_ ernment, in which, of their own volition, without 
| the assistance of ‘‘ordinances,’’ ‘ provisos,’’ or 
| * unalterable fundamental articles,’’ they prohibit- 


| ed domestic slavery throughout the territory. 
The great experiment of self-government has 
| been fairly tried, and has either succeeded or fail- 
ed. If it has taught that, after all, man, by reason 
of inherent defects of character, is incapable of its 
| successful exercise except in populous communi- 
| ties matured by age, and that he must remain in 
pupilege until that season has arrived, we should 
ast no more that the mysterious problem of hu- 
man government has been solved, but read the 
| Declaration of Independence backwards, and cause 
the clause which proclaims that gratifying truth, 
| to be expunged, or amended by a “‘ proviso.”” We 
| should acknowledge the theory of free government 
to be a fable; that the darkness of the human in- 
tellect has been found to predominate, and that the 
gloomy sophisms of the timid, and the malignant 
speculations of the envious, have prevailed. 
I have already shown that the whole structure 
|, of our system favored the idea of domestic gov- 


not been uniform. In organizing the Northwest- || to protect the interests of the United States, the | ernment by the people of territories; that it was 


ern Territories, the provisions of the ordinance | 
relating to slavery have been extended to some, || 


| legislation for the people should be exercised. by 


them under the Constitution. 





|| their right, and the question is fally presented, 
i) whether, in view 6f their capacity for its judicious 
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exercise, it is expedient to leave théir rege ot 
icy under the Constitution with themselves. ny 
system which denies this in theory or in practice, 
or which seeks to withhold it from the primary 
seitiements until they shall become populous and 
mature States, is founded in the same spirit of pop- 
ular distrust, by which the few have, from the 
earliest history of man, under the plea of necessity, 
been endeavoring to restrict the many in the exer- 
cise of freedom. It inculcates a system of slavery 
tenfold more abject than that it professes to dis- 
countenance. Itis the same spirit which has mur- 
mured its distrust at the extension of our territorial 
boundaries, and trembled for the perpetuity of the 
Union on the admission of a new State; which 
looks upon free suffrage with consternation, and 
with holy horror upon the naturalization of for- 
cigners: which would itself enslave one race, lest 
they should tolerate asystem which holds in bond- 
age another. It is the offapring of bigotry and in- 
toleranee, and should have fulfilled its mission 
during the middle ages. All experience has shown, 
that tens of thousands in the sparse settlements are 
as competent to judge of their own condition, and 


areas much devoted to the support of law and | 
order, as are the hundreds of thousands in popu- | 


lous towns and cities; and that all questions 
concerning their domestic policy may be safely 
confided to them. When our country has been 
disgraced by violence and disorder, and disregard 
of law, it has been confined to the populous towns 
and cities, and has not extended to the border set- 
tlements. Should the domestic legislation of ter- 
ritories be left with their local legislatures, it would 
transfer from the halls of Congress the bootless 
sectional struggles which have created bitterness 
at home, and served to degrade our institutions in 
the eyes of the world. It would leave local com- 
munities,*territories as well as States, to consult 
theirown interests, wishes, and sense of propriety, 


and to erect or prohibit, continue or abolish, such | 


institutions as may not be repugnant to the prin- 
ciples of the Constitution, It would leave the 
Federal Government free to pursue its onward 
course, unembarrassed by matters of sectional mo- 
ment, over which its control is questionable, and 
must be partial and temporary. It would relieve 
the benevolent statesman from the strife and irrita- 
tion which now beset him, and allow his energies 
to be devoted to the best interests of the nation, 
and the amelioration of the condition of man. It 
would harmonize with the genial spirit of the Con- 
stitution, and uphold its symmetrical frame work. 
It would practically acknowledge man’s capacity 
for self-government, and vindicate the integrity of 
his race. The same spirit by which freedom is 
nourished would be somtahed by it, and society 
be bound together by ties of amity and interest. 

Then would our territorial soil be free—not by 
restrictions, provisions, and the threatening man- 
dates of Federal legislation, but free and sacred to 
the cause of freedom; free for its people to lay the 
foundations of ,its government on such principles, 
and organize its powers in such form as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their safety and 
happiness, freedom of opinion, of the press, of 
religion, of education, of commercial intercourse. 
Having vindicated for the people of Territories the 
same rights of self-government enjoyed by every 
other political community, I forbear to speculate 
whether they will be less discreet in its exercise 
than would those who desire to subject them to 
the influences of an external government. 

Let those who fear to intrust a free people with 
their own domestic concerns lest they should prove 
too weak or wicked to conduct them judiciously, 
resort to the mistaken and mischievous policy of 
restrictive legislation—a system founded in blind 
and selfish conceits, and as impotent in effect as it 
is narrow in design. Such territory as we acquire 
will be free, and thus | would leave its people and 


its domestic government; free as the people of || 


New York or of Virginia to lay the foundation of 


their government on such principles, and organize | 


its powers in such form as to them shall seem most 
likely to effect their safety and happiness. If they 
shall fail to do this, the experiment of self-govern- 
ment will fail with them. 

It is nought to me how various, crude or incon- 
sistent are the speculations “upon the principles 
which these resolutions contain, and what would 
be their effect if established. They stand upon 
the immutable basis of self-government, and will 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL 


_as our Pacific possessions place us in direct com- 


| selfish and idle faars, regard others as wise, and as 


| the model of their predecessors.”’ 


| offer a substitute, whith he sent to the Chair, as 
| follows: 


American people in every section of the Union. 1 Mr. CASS moved that the further 


But they will be opposed upon grounds as various | 
as the motives by which the opposition is induced. | 
This is already evidenced by sections of the public | 
press which I notice, not as newspaper paragraphs | 
merely, but for the interests they represent. Al- || 
ready the Charleston Mercury, of South Carolina— | 
a paper of conceded ability and extensive local in- |, 
fluence—declares that their effect would be to pro- | 
hibit forever slavery in the acquired territory, and 
therefore, as a guardian of the slave interest, calls | 
for their rejection; and papers in other sections 
which employ the slave question as a stalking- 
horse to minister to the appetites of the morbid, | 
and alarm the fears of the timid, discover in them 
not only the effect, but the design to propagate 
and extend slavery. But I leave the theories to 
be adjusted by those who are thus enabled to pen- || 
etrate the future, and draw opposite results from | 
the same premises; I leave the practical tests with | 
those who shall be charged with the high responsi- || 
bilities of their own government—under our glorious 
free system, under the Constitution it has framed, | 
and the Providence which has watched over it. 

It would doubtless be well for these antagonisms 
who fear that all newly-acquired territory may be |} 
pre-occupied and monopolized, either by free labor 
on the one hand, or by slave labor on the other, as || 
the case may be, unless their favorite ideas are in- | 
dulged, to remember that there are other dangers, 
either real or imaginary, to which it may be ex- | 
posed if left to the free government of its own peo- | 
ple. Our institutions invite the children of every | 
clime to sit down under the wide-spreading branch- | 
es of the tree of liberty, and we have no prohibit- 
ory, or even protective impost duties upon social 
manners and customs, political opinions or reli- || 
gious rites. It may be that the rugged Russian, 
allured by the gentle breezes of Mexico, may fall || 
down from his hyperborean regions with his serf- 
dom and his military rule, or the Turk choose to || 
regale himself there with his pipes and mocha, | 
his Georgian houri’s sensual delights and Moham- 
medan divinity. Or, what is equally probable, || 
munication with Asia, that the plains of Mexico | 
may be desecrated by the trundling of the car of | 
Juggernaut, or the subjects of the celestial Em- 
peror—the brother of the sun and moon—may | 
hurry thither and ruin all agricultural interests by 
converting it into an extensive field of hyson. 

But let those who entertain them dismiss all 


virtuous, and as capable of their own government || 
as themselves, and all will be well. ‘The spirit of 
freedom will enlarge her own boundaries and peo- 
ple—the area, in obedience to laws stronger than || 
the laws of Congress. The rich heritage we en- | 
joy was won by the common blood and treasure || 
of the North and South, the East and the West, 
and was defended and vindicated by the same, in 
the second war of independence; and in the pres- 
ent war with areckless and semi-barbarous foe, the | 
the brave sons of every section of the Union have | 
fought and fallen side by side; the parched sands 
of Mexico have drunk together the best blood of | 
New York and South Carolina. These recollec 
tions should renew and strengthen the ties which | 
unite the members of the Confederacy, and cause | 
them to spurn all attempts at provoking sectional || 








jealousies and irritations, calculated to disturb the || 
harmony and shake the stability of the Union. In | 
the language of Mr. Jefferson, they who indulge 


their epoch in future history as the counterpart of || 


Mr. YULEE then gave notice of his intention | 
to offer the following as a substitute : 


Resolved, That the territory belonging to, or which may || 
be acquired by, the United States, is the common property 
of the Union, and the sovereignty over the same rests in the | 
people of the several States composing this Union. 

Resolved further, That the Federal Government has no 
delegated authoriiy, nor the territorial community any inhe- | 
rent right, towxercise any legislative power within the said 
territories by which the equal richt of all the citizens of the | 


Mr. HALE gave notice of his intention also to | 


i} 
| 
' 


Resolved, That it should be one of the fundamental ruies I 
and conditions on which all terrritory shall hereafter be ac- | 
quired, by purchase, conquest, or otherwise, that slavery | 
and involuntary servitude, except for the punishment of | 


ultimately be vindiented en -aaeniaes by the || crime, whereof the party shall be duly convicted, shall be i 


forever prohibited in said territory. 


GLOBE. 


| course we are now about to pursue. 
| be taken for granted by gentlemen, that we are to 


| zens. 


| countrymen upon Mexico, and that neither oe 
| votes which I am about to give upon these bi 
| nor by any vote which I shall in future be called 


Jan. 12 


: onsideration 
of the subject be postponed, and that the Several 
resolutions submitted be printed; which motion 
was agreed to. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill to raise an additional military force, 
Mr. CLAYTON said: The resolutions of the 
Senator from New York, [Mr. Dickinson, } and 
the various propositions for amending them which 


| have been presented by others, and which have 


been the subject of discussion this morning, furnish 
a very extraordinary commentary, I think, sir, on 
this war, the objects to be attained by it, and the 


It seems to 


acquire a great amount of territory; but before we 
obtain an acre, there is a violent contest what we 
shall do with it. 

Mr. President, yesterday, when the Senate 


|| adjourned, I had adverted to the subject of the in- 


demnity due by Mexico for the claims of our citi- 
I had said, what I maintain now, and what 
I shall at all times hereafter maintain, that the 
just claims of my countrymen against Mexico 


| ought to be asserted and supported in every suita- 


ble and proper manner. But I did not then state— 


| what I think it right to state now, in order to pre- 
| vent any error in the public mind—that the amount 
| of those claims has been greatly overrated. There 


has been an erroneous impression in regard to their 


| amount, and I will state what I believe to be that 
| amount, subject, of course, to be corrected, if in 


error, by gentlemen who may follow me in the 
|| debate. 


I understand that the whole amount of claims 


|| presented to the Commissioners was $6,291,605. 


Of this sum, $2,260,140 were allowed by the Com- 
missioners on the part of Mexico; and the Mexi- 
can Government was providing to pay that amount 


| without any controversy as to its justice at the time 
when the war broke out. 


It appears, then, that 


| there was a sum of $928,628 claimed by the citi- 
| zens of the United States, which was disallowed 


by the Mexican Commissioners. This was sub- 


| ject to controversy; and whether our claim for that 
| amount was right or wrong, remains to be decided 
| by the Commissioners appointed by both Govern- 
| ments. 
| thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven dollars of 
| the claims of our citizens had not been examined 
_ by the Commissioners. 


Three million three hundred and thirty 


I make this statement, as 
1 have said, in order to prevent an erroneous im- 


| pression in regard to the amount of these claims, 


Mr. WEBSTER, (in his seat.) Mr. Trist was 
authorized to claim $3,000,000. 
Mr. CLAYTON. It is true that Mr. Trist was 


| authorized to negotiate, on the ground that the 
| whole sum due to us in the aggregate was three 
I] millions. It will not be contended, I presume, that 


we went to war for the recovery of this claim. I 
have not heard that the true object of the war was 
the recovery of this money. Other causes were 


alleged for the war in which we were involved on 


the 13th of May, 1846. The great cause assigned 


|| by the President for the war at that time was, that 
| American blood had been shed upon American 
soil. 


I do not propose to go into the discussion of 


| the question at this time whether that assertion 


was or was not true. There are other matters 
which invite my consideration, and to which I 


languas V vhO | ige || think it important to call the attention of the Sen- 
| this treason against human hope will signalize || 


ate. But I desire, sir, in the progress of this dis- 
cussion, to have it distinctly understood, as far as 


_Iam concerned, that I have been always ready 


and anxious to vindicate the honest claims of my 
lis, 


on to give in reference to this war, do I desire it to 


| be understood that J] am denying the justice of the 


fair claims of the citizens of this country upon 


| Mexico for indemnity. What I meant to say yes- 


| United States to acquire and enjoy any part of the common || terday, and mean to repeat to-day, is, that the 


| property may be impaired or embarrassed. ' amount of these claims was small compared to the 


value of the enormous quantity of territory which 
the President declares shall be ceded by Mexico 
to us before there can be a just and onorable 
peace between the two countries. It has been said 
that the proposition was made by the American 
Commissioner to give them twenty millions of dol- 
lars. I know not from any official information, 
for the territory required to be ceded, how the 








